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JOURIsrAL OF EXPLORATIOlSr 
FROM THE DeGREY TO PORT DARWIN, 

ST 

ALEXANDER FORREST, F.R.G.S. 



I itmTed at Cossack, Febrnaiy Srd, 1879, after a reiy stonnj passage from Fremantlo, and at 
once proceeded to collect the horses which different settlers had promised to funiiah, as their contribu- 
tion towards the expenses of the expedition. Having got them together, I moved on with mj party to 
the DeGrey Siver.station, which we reached on the 20th, and, this station being the actual starting point 
of our journey, we there made our final preparations and completed the pacldng of our stores and 
provisioiiB, receiving mu<^ kind assistance from Mr. Anderson. 

All was ready by the 25th, and on that day we left the DeGrey Biver, travelling in a North- 
e»st«rly direction to C<aidon, where we camped for the night. o-^.*"/ 

Mj party consisted of Mr. F. Hill, second in command, and of Messrs. John Campbell, James 
Carey, Matthew ForreHt, and Arthur Hicks, besides the natives "Pierre" and "Dower." We had 
twenty-six horses, and rations for six months, and were bound overland for Port Darwin, Beagle Bay 
being our first destination. 

At the risk, perhaps, of being found tedious, I think it best in this narrative of my joamey to 
adhere to the diary form in which my notes were originally taken down, rather than to attempt a more 
connected and flowing description of the incidents of the way, which, although it might prove more 
attractive to the general reader, could not give, in so life-like and fitithful a manner, facts and impres- 
sioDB as they were viewed and received at the time. My diary oonunences (m the date of our departure 
from Condon. 

February 26th, 1879. — Travelled to-day vi& MuUa-Mnlla to Fardoo Springs, where we camped 
for the night, with good grass and plenty of water. The horses gave us very little trouble, considering *} 

that this is the first day they have carried the packs. Latitude 20° 8' by altitude of Canopue. 

February 27th. — Started early this morning, and, steering East, two miles brought us out of the 
grassy country which surrounded the camp. Worthless spinifex sand-ridges succeeded, and over country 
of this wretched description we travelled for eighteen miles before halting for the night, which we did in ^ 

a waterless spot. We unpacked, and soon after a heavy shower of rain came on. Shifting two miles 
farther, enough water was found for the horses, and very &ir feed. 

Mount Blaze bore N. 353° £. from this camp. Latitude by meridian altitude Beg. 20° 12'. 

February 28th. — This morning 1 started ahead with Pierre, and rode about fourteen miles in a 
Iforth-easterly Erection, over the same kind of wretched spinifex and sandhill country. After some 
sesfch, we discovered a creek flowing northwards, uid following it down for two mUes came upon a lake 
of fresh water about three feet deep. We returned on our tracks, five miles back, met our party, and "^ 

guided them to the lake, which we reached after dark, the horses being very (tired. Latitude of Camp, 
20° 1', meridian altitude Eeg. 

Mai-ch 1st and 2nd, Saturday and Sunday. — We remained at the lake to rest the horses. 
Saturday morning we were busy mending packaaddlee, and in the afternoon Mr. Hill and I walked to the 
top of a small hill not far distant, from which we obtained a fine view of the coast ranges, and of the 
creek on which we are camped. It runs in a North-westerly direction, and we saw many large pooli 
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liere and there along ita course, wliich we afterwards found to be about four feet deep. Shot a few dncka 
as we came back. On Sunday morning about 4 o'clock it began to rain very heavily, and at Bereu we were 
obliged to abandon our camping ground and more to a high sand-ridge about a qaa>rter of a mile off, and 
across the creek, which by that time had swollen very considerably. The rain left off about nine. We 
were all drenched, many of our things more or lees damaged, and all the aftomo(m was spent in drying 
them and putting things straight. The country around is already very boggy. 

March 3rd. — Saddled op at eight o'clock and travelled E.2ir.E. for eight miles through spinifex to 
the coast. From the coast, steering Easterly, we passed over good grassy country, well adapted for sheep 
and cattle ; but notwithstanding yesterday's torrents of tain we had some difficulty in finding water, and 
it was not till three o'clock this afternoon that we came upon a little in some day holes, where we ■ 
camped, with splendid green feed for the horses. latitude by Cauopus, 19° 53'. 

March Ith. — Pierre and I started on ahead of the party this morning, and travelled E.K. Easterly 
for 16 miles over good, grassy, bnt waterless country. We spent some time searching for water, and at 
last found enough for one night in some clay pans, Borronnded by excellent feed. This was about dinner 
time, and I sent Pierre back to meet and bring up the party, while I went on alone to see if I could find 
any more. After riding sis miles in a North-easterly direction to the coast, I was obliged to return 
unsuccessful to the clay pans, where by this time the party was camped. I sincerely trust that I may 
have better luck to-morrow, or we shall, I fear, be obliged to retrace our steps some considerable dis- 
tance. Latitude by Ganopus, 19° 48'. 

March fith. — I started with Carey this morning at five o'clock, and took an Easterly coarse for 
about eight miles, which brought us to a native well, some 20 feet deep and nearly dry. We continued 
the same course for another eight miles, and thence turned towards the yorth for a mile or two more, 
but were obliged at last to return to the well, which we reached at two o'clock without having seen a 
drop of water, or anything but the worst description of country — spinifex and sandy desert. 

My party did not come up till aft«r dark. There was not enough water in the well for the horses, 
but we dug it out, and, just as we finished, it began to rain and continued to do so till ten o'clock, which 
caused us to pass a most miserable night, eveiything being wet and sloppy. The sky continued overcast 
and black, and I'vras unable to observe the latitude. 

March 6th. — We were disappointed when morning came to find that very little water had nm into 
the well from lost night's rain. I went on ahead with Dower, and about four miles from the Camp found 
another native well, and a mile or two Either on a tolerable supply of water in clay pans, and, our 
horses being rather fagged, I decided to camp and rest here for the remainder of the day. The party 
came up at ten o'clock, delighted to find so much water and feed. 

March 7th. — I rode away from the Camp at about seven o'clock with my brother Matthew. We 
ateered North-east, and after travelling five miles, sighted the sea. IVom this spot up and down the 
ooast, and inland, as for as the eye could reach, grassy plains spread out. We rode over them for five 
miles and came to some water in clay holes, then bore E.N.E. and E. for about 10 miles, till we found a 
suitable camping ground, where the rest of the party joined us at 2 o'clock. The whole of the countiy 
we passed over to-day was beautifully grassed, and appeared to be well adapted for pastoral purposes ; 
we saw, however, no signs of permanent water. latitode by Canopus 19° 42'. 

March 8th. — Campbell and I left Camp at seven o'clock, and rode ahead about fifteen miles, N.E. by 
E. and E., over country similar in choractor to the grass plains of yesterday. We found water in a lai^ 
fiat running N.E., and from a rise close by, saw more in the distance. The party came up at 3 o'clock in 
the afternoon, rather fagged, for the day had been most unpleasantly warm, and the flies had proved a 
terrible source of annoyance. Last night the mosquitoes came down upon us in such swarms that we 
oould get no rest, and we sat up in extreme discomfort ; I never knew mosquitoes bo troublesome before. 
We organized a wateh for the first time to-day, and intend to continue it nightly henceforth. Latitude 
by Canopus and B^. 19° 40*. 

A&rch 9th, Sunday. — ^Bested in Camp and read prayers. In the afternoon I climbed a high sand- 
ridge, and had a gopd view of the country Eastward. It looked very promising both for wat«r and feed, 
and I cannot help feeling some regret that I am unable to go straight from here to the Fitzroy, as I have 
little doubt that this good country extends all the way. What we saw towards the coast also appeared 
to be similar in character. 
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March lOth. — TraTeHed orer level gmssj plains this moming, N.E. bj N., tor about ^ht milea. 
There irere no indications of water, so I vent on ahead wilh Hicks, following the same coarse for four 
miles farther, till I came in sight of a line of trees bearing E.N.B., for wMoh I steered, and, having 
reached it, followed it up till I foond a few holes, with water enoogh to last as the night. All the 
country passed over to-day was well grassed, treeless, and remarkably level. 

March 11th. — At seven this morning Pierre and I rode on N'orth to the coast, in that direction 
about 10 miles distant from the Camp. We followed its outline for six milea, and then struck out E.N.E. 
till ve came to a native well with some little water in it. The country we crossed was all good, treeless 
plfuns with capital feed. Leaving the welt we went back in search of some better water supply, and soon 
saw four natives ahead on the plain. We rode up to them, but were unable to make them understand 
what we wanted ; they appeared excessively frightened, and apparently had never seen white men before. 
However, &rther on, we found a little water, and, returning to the native well, discovered, not far from it, 
enough to last us three days. The party came up about four o'clock, and immediately afterwards the 
raJn came down. The shower lasted an hour, and left plenty of water in the clay holes. The evening 
continued cloudy, and the mosquitoes again caused us very' gre^t annoyance and a sleepless night. 

UToxt day (March 12tli) we remained in Camp, and dug out the well, obtaining a very ^ir supply 
of water., I think that in all probability this well is permanent, and as it may be useful to travellers in 
the future I have built up a pile of stones close by, at the N'orth-westemmost point of a granite range. // 

The cairn bears South from the well 14 chains, and in an Easterly direction is about 4J miles distant 
from the ccaat. Fart of this day was spent io repairing packs, which proved very troublesome work. 
Latitude by meridian altitude Canopns 19° 21'. 

March 13th. — Pierre again was my companion, and we travelled N.If.E. and If.E. 1^ E., about 18 
miles altogether, till we came to a suitable Camp, where the rest of the party joined us at about four 
o'clock in the afternoon. All this country was of the very finest description. The recent rains had 
covered the last three miles of our day's march with water, and a little creek with full banks runs close / *" 

by our Camp. I shot a number of ducks, and with my rifle a large bird, which on close inspection we 
found to be a " native companion," but which in the distance we had taken for an emu. The width of its 
wings from tip to tip was five feet, and its beak was five inches long. Latitude meridian altitude Beg. 
19=4'. 

March 14th. — Off agiun with Pierre at seven, and followed a line <^ ti-trees which skirted a 
spinifex rise, in a Northerly direction, and after travelling seven miles found a native well, full of water, 
which I imagine is permanent. Continuing on a couple of miles farther, we came upon a large native 
camp, which appeared to have been deserted some weeks before, but were unable to find the water hole ; 
BO, as most of our horses required rest, we returned to the well and camped, the party joining us there at 
eleven. The mosquitoes were so bad during the nightthat not one of <ub got any sleep, and towards 
morning the torment of them was quite maddening. 

March 15th. — I made up my mind yesterday to take a flying trip inland for about 50 miles, 
provided the country proved suitable, and, accordingly, Carey, Fieire, and I started off this moming, and 
travelled in an Easterly direction about 15 miles, the first part of the day through tolerably fair level 
country. But the weather was excessively warm, and the prospect ahead became by no means encour^^g, /O 

so 1 decided to return to the Camp. I>uring my absence Mr. Hill had been across to the coast, and found 
Cape Jaubert to bear North 345° from the Camp. West, 2^ miles, vraa a high' sandhill. 

March 16, Sunday. — Shifted to another Camp on the fer side of a lai^ clear grassy plain, and 
about 10 milea S.E. of the one we left. The party came up at 12 o'clock, and we read prayers in the 
afternoon. Latitude by S^. 1S° 55'. 

March 17th. — Started early, and following a Northerly and North-easterly course for nearly 10 
miles, we came upon a long, low mangrove flat, running parallel to the coast. We followed this fiat down 
for two or three miles to its end, and there we camped, with plenty of water dose beside us, and good 
feed all around. The country we travelled over to-day was veiy fine. We came across large numbers of 2/ 

natives, but they would not approach us. This evening they are watching us from some sandhills about 
two miles off, — whether with friendly intentions or not we cannot say. I went out to take bearings this 
afternoon, and had a fine view of Lagrange Bay, which must some day become the outlet of this important 
district. 
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March I8th. — The first 10 miles of our way to-day was over graasj plains covered witlk ffat«r, tbo 
conseqaence of recent rains. Leaving these plains ire entered a dense thicket, and I went ahead a mile 
or two farther to look for water. Seven miles hrooght me to the coast, and I followed it nntil I found a ^ 
little of what I sought by digging in one of the raviiie§ — there was however hardly aa mach as we -^^ 
required for the horses. All the laat ten miles of country we travelled to-day was very thick, but not 
badly grassed in places. One of the horses, " Bi^," knocked np, but we maiutged to bring him into 
Camp. We have seen nothing more of the natives. 

March 19th. — Started ahead of the party this morning with Kerre, following the coast. We found 
plenty of water in the deep ravines running into the sea, but the country soon became so rocky, and the 
many water courses we had to cross so difficult, as to make travelling by no means easy to the horses, ^ i 
From Bam Hill we obtained a fine view of the oountry to the North-east, and from Gape Villaret a little 
further on we sighted Boebuck Bay. Level ground covered with thicket extended in every direction. 
Betumed to the last water seen, and camped, the party coming np at 12 o'clock. Bam and Church Hills 
bear from camp K. 200° and 188°; and Cape Tillaret K. 45°. Marked tree, F 23. 

March 20th. — ^After riding five miles this morning over weU-grassed country, Pierre and I reached 
the Boebuck Bay station. The old well was full of sand and the old buildings burnt down, and it shows 
but few traces now of its former occupan(7. Some four miles farther on we found water in a, gjassy flat, 
where the party joined us at 10 o'clock, but after unloading the horses and taking them down to drink, ^ 
we discovered that what we had taken for fresh water was perfectly salt; more, however, happily turned "^^ 
up in a native well close by. l^atives hovered round about the camp during the afternoon, but could not 
be induced to approach. It seems that this morning after I had started off, thirty natives suddenly 
made their appearance, but as soon as they were observed they scampered hastily up the rocks, and 
looked on until the party moved away. 

The mosquitoes ore so troublesome that nobody can sleep. They are something positively 
dreadful. Of a peculiar grey colour, they stand erect until filled with blood, when they generally drop 
dead. Their sting is very sharp — far more severe than that of the ordinary kind. 

March 2l9t. — ^Although in splendid feed the horses strayed away during the night. We got them 
back, however, and made a start by eight o'clock, travelling in a North-easterly direction over fine grassy ^ /■— 
plains for about twelve miles, to a native well, where we halted at 10 o'clock. The mosquitoes again 
were pitiless ; if they get any worse, I really don't know what we shall do. 

March 22nd. — Off at 6 o'clock, and followed the line of ti-trees which here runs parallel to the 
Gooet. Ten miles of an E-.N.E. course over country well grossed and lightly wooded brought us to a 
native spring Etnd small pool, where we camped. Fresh tracks of natives were seen around, and from the 
numerous paths branching out from the spring in every direction, I am satisfied that its waters mujst be 
permanent. 

At night hordes of mosquitoes ^aii tormented us. We left the camp and sought refuge in the 
bush, but our enemi^ resolutely followed us up. Some of the party climbed trees in desperation, but 
even this resort proved of no avail. 

Next day, the 23rd, being Sunday, we remained in the same place all day, completely worn out by 
the want of sleep. Shifting our quarters into the swamp we at last obtained a little relief from our 

I, and a few hours rest. 
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March 24th. — Biding lot some miles over grassy plains, they became at last so bo^y that we 
were obliged to avoid them. Some little distance farther on X saw the palm tree growing, for the first 
time in my life. The presence of this tree, I am told, is a sure indication of water. After travelling ^^y 
seventeen miles we camped, and seeing a native fire a short distance ahead, Herre and I went up to it ; f^ 
the moment they noticed us, the natives decamped. We overtook them, however ; but, totally unable to 
communicate with them, we returned to the Camp, where the party joined us about one o'clock. 

March 25th. — Matthew Forrest and I rode on ahead this morning, steering North across the 
plains, which were boggy and covered with rain water, the grass on them growing rankly to a height of 
ten feet. Eight miles travel brought us to some higher ground, well grassed and covered with timber, 
and, skirting the plains for two miles ^rther, we came across a native well with abundance of water. '■-' 
Magnificent country extends all round, and to the Eastward the great plains stretch out as far as the eye 
can reach. Capital country apparently for cattle, and no doubt sheep also would do well after it had 
-been fed down by the lai^r stock. 
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March 26tli. — Steering N-N-E. with Pierre over thickly-wooded, well-grasBed lands, a fifteen mile 
ride brought us to a native well fairly supplied with water, at which the party joined ub about three 
o'clock. We soon toond that the well would only water half the horses ; after cleaning it ont, howeveri i'^ 

we got enough for the raniainder, and by deepening it two or ihree feet a good supply might no doubt be 
obtained. We saw fine red and white-gum timber to-day. This is the sixth night during which the 
noosquitoes have kept us in sleepless torment. Latitude of Camp, 17° 46' by meridian altitude Arcturas. 
Marked tree, F 30. 

March 27th. — Travelled with Pierre for twenty-five miles to-day, on a North and North-easterly 
course, through country of the same description as we saw on our yesterday's route. Finding no water, 
we turned back, and, following a line a little to the South of our outward course, struck our tracks fifteen t y 

miles from the Camp we had left in the morning. The party had followed us up, but we failed to 
overtake them untU they had reached the furthermost point of our morning's journey. We then all 
returned for five miles, and camped without water. 

Some of the hones show signs of fatigue and a dispoBition to knock up, which is veiy unfortunate, 
as we are not more than thirty miles distant from Beagle Bay. But considering their state, and beii^ 
unable to carry any water for their use, I think it imprudent to run any risk, and shall return to Camp, 
F 30, to-morrow. We tied up the horses at night, but a heavy dew falling we loosed them ^ain about 
12 o'clock. 
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March 28th. — Four of the horses having strayed, we put their packs on our riding nags, and 
walked for five miles,' when Carey, who had gone after the wanderers, brought them back, and we 
mounted again. 

Camp F 30 was reached about 2 o'clock, eight packs having been left fourteen miles back in the ^ ^'^ 

bush as a relief to the overtired steeds, one of which, a DeGrey horse called " Buckstone," we had been 
forced to abandon. Fifteen gallons of water were drunk at a draught by some of the poor thirsty 
snimals on their arrival in Camp. 

March 29th. — Kerre and I went off in search of water, travelling N.N.W. for fifteen miles. The , 

greater part of this distance was accomplished through a very dense thicket, and as this thicket appeared 
to extend to the coast, we returned, altogether unsuccessful in our search. 

March 30th. — Having directed Corey and M. Forrest to bring in the packs which we had left 
behind on the 28th, and arranged with Mr. Hill to follow up my tracks in the event of my uot returning 
at night, I rode off with Campbell, steering East for eight milee through vejy thick but wdl-grassed 
country, till we struck a small creek well provided with water and trending to the South, Two miles 
farther on another stream of runnii^ water vras found. Here we rested for an hour, and then ionmeyed . ' -ty 

on in an E.N. Easterly direction, crossing the heads of a number of creeks all running to the South. The 
country looked promising, but as it was getting late, we decided to return, and, coming shortly to a creek 
with abundance of water, we camped for the night. We had no rugs with us, however, and enjoyed but 
little rest, the mosquitoes being more than usually troublesome. 

March Slst. — Bearing W.S.W. we struck our tracks after a six mfle ride, and reached water about 
10 o'clock. Here we rested till one, but the party not coming up as expected, we went on down our tracks 
till we met them. Their delay had been caused by the straying of some of the horses, and Carey and ■^i~ 

Pierre still remained behind in search of one that was lost. Natives had been following us up to-day, 
but we did not see them. 

April Ist. — Carey and I^rre not having returned last night with the missing horse, I sent 
Campbell with rations to meet them, while with the rest of the party I continued on our yesterday's .f, ' 

tracks and camped on the first creek we had found. This creek is running, and, as far as I can judge, it '" "-' 

mns out on the large plain which we saw on the 25th of March, and which then was covered with water. 
Oar^, Campbell, and Pierre returned at 8 o'clock in the evening with the wanderer. 

April 2nd, — Before starting onwa>Td this morning I directed Mr. Hill to take a trip to the East- 
ward with Hicks, returning to the party at night ; I also arranged that in the event of my not coming 
back they should follow on my tracks the next morning. In company with my brother I then rode fi 

away North, for about 10 miles, through well-grassed and tliickly-wooded country. Climbing a tree, I 
was gladdened by the sight of a fine bold range to the North-east of our position, the first we had seen / 

for some time. Although out of our course I decided to make for it, and reached it after a 10 mile 
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ride. We skirted the foot of tliis range for a short distance, and found an abundant enpply^ of water 
in a oreek which issued out of tlie hills, aiid from here we obtained a fine view of seTdral other small 
ranges in the distance, as also of the coast line of King Sound. To the North we saw lai^ native fires 
about eight miles off. This range trends a,wa,j towards the South-east for about five miles, and has an 
aTeni^ breadth of one mile. The country we passed through to-da^ was fairlj good, although ver^ 
thick in places. 

April 8rd. — On again this morning, steering N*. 340 £. for a rough hill about 10 miles distant. 
Before reaching our destination we crossed two large running streams which united their waters some 
two miles lower down, forming together a good-sized river, with palm trees adorning its banks. The 
view from the hill was not what we expected, so we returned to our last night's Gamp, and at three 
o'clock started back along our tracks to meet the rest of the party, who were not long in making their 
appearance. Hr. Hill reports having travelled some eight miles to the Eastward of Camp F 37, but the 
country being poor and waterless, be had not thought it worth while to advance any farther. 

We found the ground very boggy to-day, and passed numerous springs, most of whidi I im^ne 
are permanent. The country apparently is bett«r adapted for cattle than for sheep. 

April 4th. — In the morning we found that three of our horses had strayed ; so, sending the party 
on, I stayed behind with Oaxtsj and Bower to find them, which we did not succeed in doing until near two 
o'clock. We then followed up the tracks of the party along our yesterday's route, and after travelling j 
eight miles, found them camped on the banks of a running stream, the second of those we had crossed ' 7 
the day before. The horses were in clover, — grass over their backs. This morning Mr. TTill and I 
went to the top of the range, and took a round of angles, and with the boiling apparatus ascertained its 
height above the level of the sea. Latitude of Camp, 17° 22', meridian altitude Arctnrus and Beg. 

April 5th. — Startang ahead with Pierre, I travelled TS.IS.W. and K.E., for about 12 miles through 
well-grassed but waterless country, and as the prospect in front of us looked far from promising, I 
decided upon returning to our last night's Camp, with the intention of following up the creek to its ^C 
source. 3o, on meeting the party, which was tracking us up, we all went back to Camp F 39. 

I made Be^le Bay by observation about 4f) miles North-west from here. This creek, the banks 
of which are clothed with luxuriant grass from five to t«n feet high, runs apparently nearly due West. 

April 6th.-— This morning Carey and I set out alone, havii^^ arranged vriQi Mr. TTill^ who 
accompanied us seven miles on our road, to shift the party farther up the oreek, and to follow up our 
tracks to-morrow. We traced the creek five miles West till we reached its head, and then struck out a 
Korth-westerly course, which we followed for 15 nules, pasEung through very good country Hghtly 
timbered with gum trees, acacias, and wattle. My horse "McKay" unfortunately showed sign^ of 
knocking up, which would have put ua in rather a dilemma, for we were at Least 15 miles from the / . 
Camp, and about 25 from Beagle Bay. However, we gave him an hour's rest before pursningonr 
journey. Five miles farther on, the horse gave out completely, so I decided upon leavii^ Carey to brii^ 
him slowly along, while I went ahead myself in the hope of finding water before night. I walked seven 
miles, and then climbed a high tree from which I could see the coast hills about eight miles distant — a 
hollow lying between me and them. Here I waited for Carey, who came up with the horse before sun- 
down. The heat to<day was dreadfully oppressive, and scarcity of water in such a climate is anything 
but pleasant. 

Often I have wished that we could have been provided with camels, for horses are of little nse in 
this country, the green feed making them very weak ; and when it is remembered that not one of our 
horses could go 50 miles without water, the difficulties of our journey can be readily understood. 

The country we passed over to-day was open and well grassed. It seems strange that the grass 
should be so rank in such a waterless region. 

Having rested the horses for an hour or two, we started on again at about seven o'clock, and, t^ter 
travelling four miles, entered a very dense thicket, two miles beyond more open ground appearing. My 
horse " McKay " again gave in, -so we could get no &rther for a time. 

April 7th. — ^At half-past one this morning we were in our saddles, and after riding two miles our 
old friends the ti-trees re-appeared, palm trees also, and before long we found some water in a swampy 
guUy. ' Here we let our horses drink, turned them loose, and made a pannican of tea, just as day dawned. '-''' 
When afternoon came round we set out, a little to the JElaatward ot yesterday's course, to meet the party. 
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We hoped in this wa,y to have avoided the thicket we passed through last night, but unfortnnatelj we 
came upon a worse one. I trust the party ma^ get here earl; to-morrow, as thej are without water, and 
the heat hae been very great. 

April 8th. — Continuing to follow up our outward tracks for a couple of miles, we saw no signs of 
tlie party, so I left Carey behind, and went on alone, meeting them three miles farther on. They had ■ 
made a late start yesterday, camping about eight miles back along the track. Mr. Clarkson's horse 
" Hordle " for some time past had been showing signs of distress, and they were obliged to leave him j^J 

behind, which I greatly regretted, as he was a fine, large, useful a-TiitnB.1 Tnrnii^ round with the party, 
I led them into the Camp, which we reached by two o'clock, having had to walk most of the way on 
account of the weakness of our hones. Our thirst was great, and both men and beast« gratefully 
vrelcomed the water. 

It appears that the day before yesterday, soon after I left, a native came in, who understood 
English, and had been to Beagle Bay. The men supplied him with damper, a pipe, and a little tobacco, 
which he seemed greatly to relish. 

April 9th. — ^My brother and I made a start this morning for Beagle Bay. We had not travelled 
more than half -a-mile when we found it necessary to' alter our course on account of a difficult mangrove 
creek. So we bore E.N.E. for a couple of miles before again attempting to cross it, which we managed 
to do at last, with some little trouble. The creek was three feet deep, and salt. Three miles farther on 
I climbed a tree and saw Beagle Bay a short distance ahead. We soon reached the sandhills. Two pearl- 
ing boats were in the Bay, lying about two miles from the shore, and on the highest gandhUl I made a 
fire as a signal, and discharged my rifie, but without any success in attracting the attonti(Hi of the crews. ^ 

After a time several natives came up who could speak broken English ; they showed Tia some water, and 
we made tea, returning afterwards to the beach. The natives made several large fires to arouse the 
boatm^ but a^ain in vain — so after writing a note, and giving it to some of the blacks to deliver, we 
set ofi, accompanied by five of them, for the Camp. The tide was high in the mangrove creek, which 
we were obliged to swim. Marked tree F 44 

April loth. — ^We started all together this morning, the natives taking us to the Wert of the 
mangroves, and although we got into bo^^ ground once, and had some little difficulty in getting 
through, we soon reached the shore at Beagle Bay. Other natives had joined us on the road, and we j^ /-- 

camped on the South side, close by the large springs of water from which the lAcepede Islands are ,,•' 

supplied. I have named these springs the St. George Ord Springs, after His Ezcelleni^ the Governor ^ ^ 

of Western Australia, who took great interest in our expedition. 

April 11th. — Thirty natives, who brought with them a quantity of fish, came to our Gamp this 
morning, remaining all day, and at eleven o'clock Messrs. Patterson and Munro arrived from the 
pearling boats. I chartered from them the " Emma," for ^10, to take me over to the Laoepede Islands, .^A 

and at two o'clock I went on board, with the intention of starting first thing to-morrow morning. I was 
fortunate in obtaining the " Emma," as I hear that the Islands are shortly to be abandoned, and that 
the water boats no longer run across to the shore. 

April 12th. — At sunrise we sailed, and reached the Lacepede Islands by 12 o'clock. Mr. Wynne 
kindly met me, and I gladly accepted his invitation to become his guest during my stay. Provisions j^- r 

are rather scarce, as no vessel has been here for two months, but I managed to obtain from Mr. Wynne 
and Mr. Tyrrell enough to carry me on. 

April 13th. — I remained with Mr. Wynne to-day, and was glad of the chance of having my two _^0 

watches mended, which P.C. Newell kindly undertook, and satisfactorily performed. 

April 14ith. — Sailed for Beagle Bay at noon. 

April 15th. — Beached the Bay at 10 a.m., and landed in the afternoon. All were veil, and the 
horses doing capitally. 

April 16th. — The natives tell us that there is a laige late five miles from here, and I have 
determined to go to-morrow and see it. The party were busily at work all day repairing the packs. 

April 17th. — I visit«d the lake — about five miles W.S.W. from the Bay. It is a hoDow, covering 
about thirty acres, with a depth of about five feet of water, out of which tall grass grows — grass standing 
at least seven feet high. The country around it is good, and there are numerous permanent springs. 
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April 18th. — I ttrote my report for the Surveyor Qeneral to-day, the party being still occupied in 
repairing the packa. 

April 19th. — One of the DeQrey horseB, a very old animal, Buffering from a bad eore back, waa 
found dead thie afternoon. This loss is eeriona, as our horses are now reduced to twenty-three. 

April 20th, Sunday. — We rested to-day and I read serrice. A boat came over in the morning 
&oni the pearlers, by which I despatched my report .and my letters for Perth, considering myself lucky 
in obtaining an opportunity of making known oar safety so far. 

April 21st. — ^We finished all our repairs to-day, and propose to make an early start to-morror. 
The natives, hare supplied us constantly during our stay with fifah and crabs, for which, however, they 
want double value ; this afternoon I gave them a quantity of flour. They had informed us on Sunday 
that they would give a corroboree in our honor to-night, and in the evening we went down to see it. 
Forty natives took part in the dance, and I presented them vrith tobacco in return, which seemed to 
afford them great satisfaction. 

April 22nd. — We counted fifty-three natirea in our Camp this morning, t gave them a little 
more flour, and bidding them good-bye we left Beagle Bay about 10 o'clock, following back upon our 
inward tracks for five miles, to our Camp of the 10th of this month. We then continued up the golly ^ 
for a short distance &rther, and camped beside two large pools of fresh water vrith good grass all t- y^ 
around. We were foUowed by several natives, some of whom informed us that they intend to accompany / 
us to the IHtzroy ; but this I very much doubt. 

I marked a tree T 56, 1879, at ilie Ord Springs, and one here, F 57. 

April 23rd. — ^We travelled in an Easterly direction to-day for seven miles through a well-grassed 
country to some large pools of fresh water, and a little &rther on we came to a swampy lagoon, about 
two chains wide and half a mile long, having five feet of water in it, which appeared to be permanent. 
The country was first class ; clear open flats in places, vrith pahns, black wattle, and cajeputs studded 
here and there. It abounds with permanent water, and stockowners will hare no outlay to make on ,^7^ 
this score. 

Three natives who had left us yesterday ^ain came up, bringing two others with tliem. We 
bave fourteen in Camp now altogether — rather a large number to feed j but game abounds, and they do 
not want much from our stores. 

Shod two of the horses, and marked a tree F 58. Latitude 16° 56' by meridian altitude of 
ArcturuB. 

April 24th. — ^We continued our journey to-day E. by S. for twelve miles, passing through country 
of the same good description, and reached a large freshwater lake. It is fifteen feet deep in the centre, 
covers an area of about 200 acres, and is largely frequented by wild fowL I have named this sheet of 
water Lake Louisa (after I^y Leake, wife of the Speaker of the Legislative Council of Western 
Australia). In the afternoon I walked all round the lake trying to shoot some ducks, but although ^ 
there were thousands in the centre I was unable to get at them. From a high tree which I climbed, I ' '' 
obtained a fine view to the Southward, the country being apparently very similar to that passed over 
on our way to Beagle Bay. Eleven of the natives are still with us ; they speak a little broken English, 
and two of them have been Westward in one of the pearling boats. They will be useful to the pioneer 
settlers in this important district. Latitude of Camp 17° 1', meridian altitude Arcturus. 

April 25th. — After getting the horses together this morning, I found one of them so bad that I 
decided to stop here a day on the chance of his recovering. I think that he mnst have been bitten by a 
snake, for he has suffered very much during the last two days, and has eaten scarcely anything ; being 
one of our best horses, we should feel his loss much. Four more natives came into Camp to-day, 
bringing with them a number of young ducks, which were very acceptable. There are fifteen ataying 
with us altogether. 

April 26th. — Although the horse was far from well, we started off again thia morning. Eight 
of tbe natives left us, having come (as they said) to the bounds of their own country. We took an 
Easterly course for the first three miles, but the natives teld us that we should not reach water in that / 
direction till night, so I let them have their ovra way, and they took a more Northerly line for some '/ 
distance till they brought us to a swamp, covering an area of about 40 acres, and witii about four feet of 
water in the centre, which probably dries (^ in the snmmer time. The country we paased over to-day 
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was rtill first claaa, Tery clair and well graaBed. The weather of late has been dieagreeaUy oppreaHive. 
Marked a tree F 61, and found our Camp to be in Latitude 16° 56' by meridian altitude ArcturuB. 

April 27tli. — The horses stiayed away last night, and we did not start till nine, and even then I 
had to leave Campbell and Pierre behind to follow us up with a horse that was still missing. Travelling 
tour miles Eastward we came upon a splendid lake, full of water, and covering an area of about a 
hundred acres. I named it lAke Flora, after Mise EamerBley. 

The natives stopped behind here to hunt ducks, promising to follow as up shortly. They have not 
however done so yet, and as we had given them a good many things to carry — amongst others, t«n pairs 
of shoes, two bottles of oil, three water cans, and my pannican — ^I shall be obl^ed to send after them if 
they do not soon mahe their appearance. 

Eight miles from this lake we reached the shore, about two miles South of King's Sound, near 
the mangroves. We found a native well, in which there was not enough water for the horses, but after 
some little search, we came upon a splendid spring, near which we camped ; Campbell and Pierre joining 
us soon afterwards with the missing horse. The country we passed over to-day was well grassed, and 
chiefly dear. 

One of the natives tamed up at dusk, but unfortnnately he was the only one to whom we had not 
given anything to carry, and as he does not know a word of EI:^;lieh, we cannot find out from him what 
has become of the others. lAtitnde of Camp, 16° 56' 40", by meridian altitude Arcturus. 

April 28th. — X left instructions this morning with Mr. Hill to return for eight miles and hunt up 
the natives, who had not yet made their 'appearance. My brother Matthew and 1 then started on alone 
together, steering South-east through splendid open country, till we reached the coast, about ten miles 
from the Camp. Here we found a fine spring of fresh water in a clump of palm trees ; the tide, 
when high, flows all round it. 1 left a note at this spring, ordering the party to camp there to-morrow, 
and at one o'clock we went on, again steering about S.E. till we came to a smaller spring, six milea- 
beyond, which had some good water in it. Three miles &rther we camped for the night, without water, 
keeping watch till the moon went down. We saw sereial natives to-day. As soon as they caught sight 
of us they ran away for some distance, and then watched tiU we passed out of sight. This coast is very 
low, and generally covered with mangroves for abont a mile from the sea. The countiy we traversed 
this afternoon was rather inferior, the grass growing so high that it becomes almost useless. It is very 
thickly wooded also. 

April 29th. — ^We rode on again this morning and found a native well, seven miles S.E. &om our 
Camp, near the mangroves. Here we had some dinner, and then turned back to join the party at the 
flrst of the two sprii^^ found yesterday. When close upon it, we struck our outward tracks, and 
ascertained that the party had passed on, so we followed them, and caught them up after a five mile ride. 
We then turned up a creek which we had seen on our outward course, and finding some surface water, 
camped there for the night. We were obliged to leave the sick horse about a nule behind, and after 
dusk I sent Campbell and Pierre back with some water ; on their return Campbell reported that the 
horse would probably die before morning. The part; had also lost another horse, pack and all, some 
miles back, and had never missed him until they got close into Cienp, when it was nearly dark and too 
late to send after him. Our horses are now reduced to twenty-two, and for some time to come three of 
us vrill have to walk. If the party had only camped at the spring, where I left a note directing them to 
do so, these disasters would not have happened. Horees will not stand long journeys in this country, 
and the greatest care in managing them is nocesaary. 

Another of the missing natives came up with us to-<lay, bringing my pannican ; he reports that 
the others are camped to the Westward. Latitude of Camp, 17° 7' 18", meridian altitude Arcturus. 

April 80th. — I went out with Campbell this morning to visit the sick horse, and found him 
dead — a great loss to us. He belonged to the Survey Department, and was a first class animal Carey 
and Pierre went to look for the one that was lost, and returned at two o'clock, having found him 
standing stall, about six miles back. I also sent off the native to his brethren, in the hope that he will 
brii^ back the shoes. I intend to wait a day on the chance, and contrived to make the native under- 
stand that we should do so. 

I named this creek we ore camped upon the McKay, after Mr. McKay, of the Yule Biver. The 
mosquitoes are very troublesome again. 
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Hay let. — At ten o'clock & native came into Camp, not appearing to be in the leaet frighteiied. 
We were unable, however, to make him, undeiHtand aoything at all. He ate damper readily. In the 
afternoon the native whom we sent for the missing borse-sboea returned, bringing everything with him 
except one bottle of oil, and I gave )iim a tomahawk according to promise. I was veiy glad to get the 
horae-shoeB back again, as I have no doubt we shall want them. 

May 2nd. — I started the party on ahead this morning, while I remuned behind with Pierre to 
search for three horses which had strayed, and which we did not find till eleven o'clock. Following / , 
tbe others up, we overtook them at the well discovered on the 29tb. Two natives accompanied ns to-day, <-? ^ 
and promise to go on with us to-morrow. Marked a tree F 66. Latitnde of Camp, 17° 11' 20" by North 
and South stars, Arcturus and A. Crucis. 

May 8rd. — ^We set off early this morning and travelled South for five miles until we reached the 
mangroves. We skirted them for three miles farther, and, turning Sonth again, another three miles , 
brought ns to a good-sized river, which we followed up a little distance and then camped. The country Z'^/ 
to-day was good, but for the first tew miles very thick and densely covered with acacia and vrattle. We / 
saw a boab tree to-day, about ten feet in diameter. 

I caught some small fish in the pools, and this afternoon climbed a high tree, from which I conld 
see the ranges we passed on the third of April, and which bear North 252° East from this position. I 
could also see the coast line of King's Sound, and the high land marked on the charts. Marked a tree 
F 67. lAtitade of Camp, 17° 18' 29", by meridian altitude Axctums and A. Crucis. 

May 4th, Sunday. — This morning we broke Camp at seven o'clock, and travelled South-east for 
three miles to a marsh, skirting it round to its end. A mile farther we reached a salt creek, which we 
followed up a short way till we came to some fresh water pools, where we camped. We saw natives and 
numerous fires. The two natives of horse-shoe celebrity are still with us. This afternoon 1 shot a few *" 
ducks in the pool, and then mounted a rocky rise, but I could not see anything particular from it, except 
> small range to the Southward and numerous native fires. 

The country passed over to-day is well grassed, and not quite so thick aiS it was a short distance 
back. If it were burnt no doubt it would greatly improve. I should think it was years since a fire has 
been through it. After I reached Camp a^aiu, two natives came in, and made a great noise, being 
greatly astonished at the horses. They remained for abont half an hour and then left us, intimating by 
signs that they would return in the morning. They were fine, weU-made men, about forty years of age, 
and in good condition. latitude of Camp, 17° 24' 25', by meridian altitude Arcturas. 

May 5th. — The horses strayed away last night, and we did not get them together i^ain until nine 
o'clock this morning. Eight natives had previously come into the Camp, and they accompanied ns on 
our way. For abont two miles we steered South, but the natives made ns understand that by keeping 
on in that direction it would be long before we should reach water ; so I instmcted Mr. H'H to lead the 
party towards the South-east, following the natives' guidance, while, with Pierre, I continued for four 
miles on our previous course, until I reached an ironstone hUl, from whidi I wished to take a round <^ 
angles. From the top of this hill, which I christened Mount Clarkson, I had a very extensive view of / 
the surrounding country. To the Westward clear gras^ plains stretched out into the distance, while to "^ -y 
the Sonth the lowlands of the Fitzroy could be seen. Columns of smoke from 'native fires rose up in 
every direction, and gave me the idea of a thickly populated country. Leaving the hill, we took an 
Easterly course to overtake our party, and had some little trouble in picking up their tracks, but after 
finding them and following them for a short distance, we found the party camped at the edge of a Vrg" 
sheet of brackish water, which stretched for three miles in a Soutii-easterly direction, while to the 
N.N.E. it flowed out into the sea. The country travelled over to-day was very clear and well grassed. 
Before sundown nine more natives came into the Camp, making altogether twenty who are now with ua, 
and moat of whom have never seen a white man before. 

Marked a large boab tree F 69, and ascertained that the Camp was in latitude 17° 31' 40* by 
meridian altitude of A. Cmcis. 

May 6th. — ^We tried to cross the lake this morning, but after riding in for some distance it became 
so soft that we were obl^ed to return. So we coasted down its shore, and at the head of it found lai^ 
fresh water pools which are fed from some high lands at the back. We camped ; and, in the afternoon. 
Hicks and I followed up the river, which here ia eight chains wide and 10 feet deep — this width and ^ 
dQpth being main t ain ed as far as we traced its banks, the country on both sides dear and grassy. Al<mg 
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the edge of the lake eJbo, and in the vater, the feed was good, and I have no donbt that in gummer time, 
when it has dried oS, the irhole of this water basin ia good feeding gronnd for stock. Ducka are rer^ 
numeroQH in both river and lake. 

The natives all left us this momii^ when we first set out; four of them rejoined us, however, 
after we had changed our course, and ten more, including our old friend " Tim," came up soon aiterwards, 
when the first lot, not beii^ friends with the second, filed off. 

I named this rirer the Fraser, after the Honorable the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and marked 
a tree F 70 at our Camp. latitude 17° 85' 40' by meridi&a altitude of Beg. and A. Crucis. 

May 7th. — Started at eight o'clock this morning, and steered S.E. through clear, open, nndnkting, 
grassy country. At 10 a.m. we came to a salt creek, which I fancy must run into the Fitzroy. We 
followed this creek down through grassy plains for a short distance until we came to some brackish pools, 7/ 

at which we camped, obtaining sufficient fresh water for ourselves by di^^g close beside them. 
From here I see the Fitzroy in the distance, not many miles ahead. 

May 8th. — We started avray to-day, all in high spirits at the prospect of reaching the river, and 
travelled two miles East until we came to what appeared to be a tributary, the pools in which were 
covered with thousands of ducks. We then bore avray towards a line of trees which we saw 
clearly in the distance, crossing a splendid grassy plain, lightly dotted with scattered clumps of gums, 
and, before long, reached the steep banks of the ma^jinificent Fitzroy lUver. At this point it was about 
four chains wide, apparently veiy deep, and running strong between its baoka, which roee 25 feet high 
above the water loveL These banks are timbered vrith Eucalypti of different kinds, with banksia, acacia, 
and palms, and, like the plains above them, are moat splendidly grassed. The country is very similar 
to that at the DeOrey, and is weU suited to any kind of atock, but more particularly to horses and cattle, yO 

although I feel sure that sheep would do well also. A few months ago it must have been visited by 
aevere floods, for all over the ploina we see the flood mark 3ft. above the level of the ground. Bearing 
N. 123 E. from here is a curious hill, which I have named Mount Anderaon, after Mr. Anderson of the 
DeQrey, and, from what I con see, the river appears to come from the same direction. A strong Easterly 
wind has been blowing to-day, and in the early morning it was very cold, too cold to sleep, the 
Thermometer reading only 59. Marked a tree F 73, May 9, 1879. 

May 9th. — This morning X travelled seven miles down the river accompanied by Mr. Hill and 
Pierre. We reached the junction of the Fitsroy with the creek we hod crossed yesterday, the country 
we passed over being of the same description all tiie way — ^weD-grassed plains, dotted with white gum 
timber. From a high tree which I climbed, I could trace the river's course in a I^.N. Westerly direction ry. 

for about two miles ; from thence it bore Easterly and Northerly. Daring our absence to-day, Campbell / 

and Hicks went out shootdi^, and had very good sport. The country abounds in game — ducks, turkeys, 
and cockatoo being particularly plentiful. Those who remained in camp, also, caught an abundance of 
fish. latitude of Camp, 17° 41' 50'. 

May 10th. — We followed up the Western bank of the river to-day for 18 miles. Xt is still running 
strong, and about five chaine wide. The country we passed over does not seem to be so subject to fioods 
as the plains of yesterday. These weQ-grassed flats apparently stretch back some distance from the river 
banks, and are here, X should say, about twenty miles wide. The ba<± country alao seems to be vrell 
covered with feed, and the timber of a very lai^ description. Three natives whom we saw to-day fled at 
our approach in abject terror, and hid in the long grass. The mornings are still intensely cold, and the 
weather tiiroughout the day only moderately warm. 

Marked a tree F 74, and found the Camp to be in X^titude 17° 52' 6" by meridian altitude of 
B^. and A Cnuus. 

May 11th, Sunday. — ^We followed up the river to-day in a South-easterly direction for about six 
miles, and camped up<m an ironstone ridge which extends two miles along the bank. The country waa 
of a ainular description to that which we travelled yesterday but numerous gullies and blind creeks ran 
out into the plains and greatly inq>eded our prepress, their bottoms being often very boggy and 
treacherous. At this particular point the river flats to the South are not more than a mile wide. To the 
Eastward, lai^ bold ranges stand oat against the sky, and to the Iforth also high land is to be seen. 
Mount Anderson bears East about eight miles. 

We are all now on allowance of rations : — I^Om. flour, |fls. bacon, ^oz. tea, and Sozs. sugar per 
diem. What game we can manage to procure is of course to the good ; kangaroo are very plentiful, and 
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Dower shot one tMs morniiig. M&rked tree F 75. Latitade cd Ofunp, 17" 58' 15* hj meridian altitude 
of Beg. and A. Cmcis. 

May 12th. — ^We contmued our jonmey up the riTer and camped opposite Momit Ajideraon, which 
b«arB TS. 25 E., aud ia about five miles digtaut. The gramy flats widened oat to-day and ram bach for , 
about fire miles ou this South side. I waa aimous to cross the rirer, and this afternoon we made a raft /i-y 
in the hope of being able to do so ; but all our efforts ware unaTailii^. Abxked tree F 76. Latitude of / 
Camp, 18° 2' 40' hj meridian altitude of A. Cmcis. 

TiS&j 18th. — ^Twelre miles travel was done to-day, still following up the rirer banks — ^the country 
contmuing grassy and clear, and well adapted for sheep or other stock ; on the ITorth side also the land 
and feed are apparently of the same description. We saw natives to-day in the distance, and ihej ' "7 
followed us until we camped, when they sat down and watched us. Their fires were seen in every 
direction. Marked tree F 77. 

May 14th. — ^We had ridden along for about six miles this morning when we came upon a party of 
natires, who joined us in our march, and a little farther on, where we chose our camping place, their 
numbers were increased. We counted twenty in the Camp, beaides the women and children, who looked 
on from a distance. They are a fine race of men these Fitzroy natives, perfectly naked, and with certain r~ . 
distinguishing marks, such as circumcision and the knocking out of two front teeth. This latter custom, ' 
I noticed, prevailed throughout all the tribes roaming between this and Beagle Bay. 

The country to-day was still very good, but the view I got ahead, from a high tree which I 
climbed, was not bo promising. To the N.E., however, it is very clear, and the feed splendid; to the 
Northward also, and in a Southerly direction, good grass extends for about six miles. ' 

It was very cloudy to-day and we felt a few drops of min. It is to be hoped that much wiU not 
follow, for the ground even now is veiy soft in places. Marked tree F 78. 

May 15th. — ^The horses having strayed last night, we were unable to start until 9 o'clock, when 
we continued our journey np the river. Accompanied by Kerre, I left the party soonafterour start, and 
made across to a low range about five miles off our course, and bearing S.E. From this bill I was able 
to take a round of angles and to make a roi^h sketch of the surrounding country, which for the most 
part is level, small ranges cropping up at intervals. The well-graased plains are intersected by numerous 
creeks — many of which contain permanent pools of watei^-r^nd are more or less flooded during the rainy -^ 
season. The river appears to come from the South-east, and I am in hopes that its course is Westerly / ^■ 
for some distance further back, as in that case its head waters may be found in dose proximity to those 
of the Gl-lenelg — which cannot be very far distant — possibly with nothing more than a dividing tuige 
between them. If this prove to be the case, the many conjectures with regard to the sources of these two 
rivers will be happily set at rest. Our Camp beside the river is on high land to-night, — high land 
magnificently grassed. 

Ibrked tree F 79, Latitude of Camp, 17° 59' S* by meridian altitude of Begulus. 

May 16th. — To-day we travelled six miles farther up tiie river, which as yet we have been unable 
to cross, for it is both deep and running strong, though in aU probability it is quite four months since 
auy rain has fallen. Most likely it runs all the year round and, if so, future settlers will require boats 
in order to pass from bank to bank. The countty we passed over to-day was level and apparently very (^ 
much subject to floods. A few ranges and peaks appeared in the distance, but nearly all the high 
ground we have seen of late has been on the Nortii side of the river. Dower shot a kangaroo this 
afternoon, and there was plenty of fish in the Camp. 

I^tude 18° 8' S" by meridian altitude Begulus and A. Cruds. 

May 17th. — ^We continued our journey up the river for thirtieen mileB to-day, crossing two large 
creeks on our way, which, during the rainy season, probably assume the dimensions of tolerably large 
rivers. To the Southward the good country apparently extends for some twenty miles, but it is my 
intention to take a flying trip out in that direction before long, in order to satisfy myself that what I see 
is really grass, and not spiuifex. From a tree which I climbed this afternoon I had a good view of the 
country ou ahead. A lai^ range rises to the S.E. about twenty-five miles off, and I am under the >f/ 
impression that the river flows from that direction ; a few small billB appear towards the South. 

Where we are camped to-night, the river is about 120 yards wide, still running strongly, and 
. bamboos, cajeput, and black banksia grow thick along its banks. Marked a tree F 81, and found Camp 
to be in Latitude 18° 20' 5" by meridian altitude Beg. and A. Cmcis. 



DigJIJzed by VjOOQ IC 



^', 



15 

May 18th. — Mr. Hill, Campbell, and I swam acroBS to the ITorth ehore of the !Fitzroy this 
momii^. With four ivater cans we made a raft, and having put clotheo, mBtruments, and fire amiB 
npon it, we pulled it after ns wi& a fishing line. Beaching the opposite shore in safety, we made for a 
hill which lay in a Hf.IT.-Easterly direction, and which I named Mount Abhott, ont of compliment to 
Captain Abbott, of the " Am;," whose skill and braToiy had been Tciy oonspicnously displayed during a 
severe hurricane which we experienced in Januaiy on oar passage np from Fremantle. I took a round of 
angles from this hiU, and obtained a good riew of the country. 

To the iNorthward and Eastward it was clear and grasfiy, with acacias growing on the plains, 
while to the S.E. the large range which I had first seen yesterday was plainly visible. Having finished 
our observationB, we re-swam the river and returned to Camp. 

May 19th. — Carey and I rode off S.S.W. this morning, making for two hills, which appeared to be 
about twenty miles distant from the Camp. The first few mUes of our way lay over open plains ; 
afterwards well-giaased ironstone ridges appeared, and the country became generally undulating, and well 
covered with feed. We reached the hill, and I named it after my companion of the day, Mount Jamea. 
From the top of it we had a fine view. To the Southward were several large ranges, from twenty to thirty 
miles off, the intervening country being of a poor description — ironstone ridges covered with apinifez ; 
and doubtless we had reached the boundary line in this direction of the good well-grassed lands. To the 
Eastward and South-eoat, however, the country appears to be better ; many lai^ ranges interaect it, one 
of them, bearing E. by K., I named the St. George range, and the highest peak of it Mount Tuckfield 
(after the Colonial Secretary of Western Anatralia). At the foot of Mount Jamea lies a splendid sheet 
of fresh wat«r, covering an area of about 200 acrea, its banks beautifully grassed. 

After taking a round of angles, we started back for the river, to meet the party. I had ordered 
them before I left in the morning, to move twelve miles farther up, and we shaped a course which we 
thought would enable us to hit their new Camp. After riding along for about ten miles it b^an to rain, 
and we soon became so entangled in bo^y swamps and creeks that we found it difficult to make any 
pri^resa. The rain continued to pour down steadily. At dusk we came to a camp of natives, which at 
first we hoped was our own. They did not appear to be at all frightened, and had large pieces of bark as 
covering to keep ofi the rain. Continuing on till it got too dark to proceed, we reluctantly determined to 
camp. We turned our horses loose and tried to make a fire, but everything was soaking wet, and we 
were unable to succeed. Keither of us had a rug, and we had nothing in the shape of food except three 
uncooked ducks which we had shot in the early part of the day. So we stood up in the rain till complete 
exhaustion forced us to lie down npon the wet ground, from which, however, we soon got up ^ain, 
shivering with cold. Soon after ten, the rain ceased, and we began again to devise some method for 
getting up a fire. It suddenly occurred to me that my saddle ww stuffed with dry grass, which I soon 
whipped out and used aa tinder, and before long we had a fire, roasted our ducks, and made a good 
supper. After supper we lay down beside the fire and slept till daylight, notwithstanding wet and cold. 

May 20th. — K large turkey came to look at us in the early morning ; I was lucky enough to shoot 
him, and my shot vraa immediately answered by two other shots from the direction of the river. So we 
hastQy saddled up and made for the point from which the sound had come, and soon came upon our 
party, all ready for a start. The weather however was so unsettled that I decided to remain in Camp for 
the day. A large supply of fish was caught, chiefly cobblers. 

May 2lBt. — ^Laat night the rain came down in torrents, and at first I was afraid that a flood might 
be the result, but after about four hours' ateady downpour, during which time more than an inch of r^n 
had &llen, the sky cleared off. We made a slart, but found it impossible to travel anywhere near the 
river in coneequence of the water left by laat night's rain. So we bore S.E, towards Mount Tuckfield, 
for about seven miles, and camped, the borsea being much exhausted after toiling through the tx^gy o-^"^ 

ground. The country around was very good, — graaay plains with a little epinifex here and there. I 
trust it may not rain E^ain for some time, or travelling will be rendered impossible for a while. Marked 
a tree F 65, and found Camp to be in Latitude 18° 31' by meridian altitude of Arcturua. 

May 22nd. — We went on this morning for five miles in the same direction, making for MItkunt 
Tuckfield, through country sandy, but weU grassed, and having travelled so far together, I directed Mr. 
Hill to proceed E.N.E. for about five miles Euid await me there, while Pierre and I climbed Mount y 

Tuckfield to make some observations. We left our horses at the foot of the hill, and commenced the ■■) •■'• 

ascent, half an hour's hard work bringing ns to the annunit, from which I was able to get a good view of 
the eurreundii^; country. To the Southward, with the exception of a few broken ranges of spinifes- 
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covered ironBtone, it was generally level, while, to the East, the St. George ranges shut out all farther 
liew. They nm abont aeren milefl in a Southarlj direction, and then appear to torn East, but certain 
peaked and table-topped hills prerented me from gauging their extent. I Bh&Q, however, no doubt be 
able to map them dowh correctly in a few days. To the North, across the Fitzroy, very high land 
appeared. I found the height of Mount Tuckfield to be 750 feet. Descending the mountain rather 
quicker than we came up, we mounted again, and at four o'clock rejoined our party, which we found 
camped on a grassy flat at the foot of the St George range. They had shot a fine large torkey during 
our absence. Marked a tree F 86, and found Camp to be in Latitude 18° 34' by meridian altitude of 
A. Crucis and Arcturus. 

. May 23rd. — ^We travelled along the foot of the St. Geoi^ ranges this morning for about nine 
miles, and camped on a good-sized creek, which runs into the Fitzroy. The country below the rai^ 
consists of grassy flats and plains, with ridges of ironstone and spinifex occasionally intervening, 
numerouB creeks isBuing from the hills and flowing towards the river. The last two warm days have 
dried up the ground a good deal, and I hope again to reach the Fitzroy to-morrow. We have all been - 
suffering from sore eyes lately, — mine have been bo bad to-day that I could scarcely see. Marked tree 
F 87. latitude of Gamp 18° 32' 33" by meridian altitude A. CmciB, Arcturus, and Tega. 

May 24th. — ^We continued along the foot of the ranges for six miles. From this point they bore 
8 J!. ; and the Fitzro)', appearing to take a turn from the Northward, we shaped our conrse N-E., and, 
crossing several large water courses with grassy flats about a mile wide along their banks, we came at 
last to a large swamp, where we camped. The swamp was surrounded with open grassy plains, and 
covered with wild fowl, of which we shot a considerable number. Fires are to be seen in every direction, 
and shortly after we halted two natives came within fifty yards of the Camp, but soon went away. A 
little before dark eleven of them came up to us and remained until dark. 

May 2£th, Sunday. — Bested in Camp and read prayers. Ten natives came in this morning and 
remained with us all day, many others being occasionally visible in the distance, but apparently too 
timid to approach. The weather was very cloudy, with every appearance of lain. 

May 26th. — Steering N.E. this morning, we came to a splendid grassy plain, intersected by a large 
dry river which we had some trouble to cross. Continuing through the same kind of fine country for six 
miles more, we readied a swamp, very deep and with abundance of wild fowl, where we camped. From 
this plain in every direction magnificent level lands extend, — ^the best I have seen yet on the Fitzroy. 
From the Camp there is a fine view of the St. Geoi^ ranges ; I also see a high hill to the 2T J>. and a 
low wooded range to the Eastward. Shot a number of ducks. Marked tree F 90. 

May 27th. — It was cloudy last night, and light showers fell ; this morning also there is every 
appearance of rain. Z started the party off in a North-easteriy direction, taking a more Northerly course 
myself with IHerre. After riding a mile we struck the Fitzroy, which was atiU running strong, and was 
about ten chains vride. I wa.a mnch surprised to find that nearly 200 miles from the coast it was still 
such a size. We left the river and struck across to meet the party, afterwards travelling with them for 
abont twelve miles through grassy flats to a sandstone hill which I named Mount Campbell, after John 
Campbell, a member of the expedition. Leaving this hill we bore N Ji. for a short distance, till we came 
to a small creek with pools of fresh water is it, where we camped. 

From Mount Campbell this afternoon, I took a round of aisles. To the Southward were low 
broken ranges, and to the Northward high on«; the country to the East being clear, level, and 
grassy, while to the Sonth spinifex covered the broken hills. Marked a tree F SI. latitude of Camp, 
16° 16' 40" by meridian altitude A. Crucis. 

May 28th. — Steering North this morning we came to a swamp filled with permanent water, and 
covered with wild fowl, at which place we shot a lai^ number of ducks. Six miles farther on we crossed 
a river ten chains wide, an affluent of the Fitzroy, and runnii^ towards the N.E. Three miles more 
brought us again to the nuun stream, and following it up for a short distance we came to another large 
afSwnt, mnning strong and rather difficult to cross. Having successfully passed over it, we camped at 
the junction of this river with the Fitzroy. The country was good and level, studded with white gums 
and acacias. • 

This afternoon I took a vralk up the Fitzroy with Mr. Hill and Campbell ; half a mile from the 
Camp a sandstone range, from which the river issued, barred our further progress. We attempted to 
follow up the gorge, but the hills became so rough and ru^ed, and the ravines so deep, that walking 
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W&8 impoBEiible, and -we vere obliged to return. The range fonoB higli clifla on both sideB of the mer, 
vhicb here is at leaat ten chains wide and very deep. The Eastern range I have named Oscar Songe, 
after Sing Oscar of Sweden. I intend remaining here for a few days, with the object of exploring the 
country to the Eastward for a practical route through UiIb roi^h range. 

Found latitude of Camp to be 18° 3' 12" hy meridian altitude of Arcturus. 

May 29th. — ^After some trouble we managed to crosa the Fitzroj this morning, the water coming 
Tip to OUT saddle flaps, t instructed Mr. Hill to follow np the West bank as far as he could, and to see 
whether he oonld discover a road through the range. In the meantime I re-crosBed the river myself, and 
with Hichs and Pierre proceeded up the afiKn^it at &« junction of which with the main body of the 
Fitzroy we are camped. I^Ib stream was coming from the Sonth-east, and after following it up for 
three miles we came to a spot where it forked out, one branch running away to the Fitzroy on a mor« 
Westerly course than the one we had traced. This branch was the same we crossed yesterday on the 
way to our present Camp. 

1 now struck out towards the East for ten miles, then South for a few miles more, till I reached 
some sandstone hills, and from the top of one of these I obtained a view of the conntiy round, and wa« 
able to sketch the river's coutbq. In an Easterly and Southerly direction, for some miles, nothing could 
be Been but low rugged sandstone hills covered with spinifex, but to the North, clear grassy plains were 
visible and a high and magnificent range. As I found that the ru^ed spinifex-corered highlands which 
stopped onr progress np Hie Fitzroy came to an end ten miles from our halting place, I deemed it 
nnnecessary to proceed any farther, and we returned to the Camp, which we reached at nine o'clock, 
having travelled about forty miles. 

Mr. HUl reports that he followed up the main stream for some miles, till the high diffs blocked 
bis further progress with the horses. He got a glimpse, however, of the same fertile plains which I had 
myself seen this morning. The lai^ branch river up which we went, I have named the Margaret river, 
after my sister-in-law, Mrs. John Forrest. 

May 30th. — ^Travedled 8.E. and E. to-day for about t«n miles, skirting the foot of the range, the 
country very rough, covered with spinifex and intersected with numerous streams which issue out of 
deep gorges in the hills. We then turned to the North through the same broken ground till we reached 
a running stream, on the banks of which we camped. Looking out towards the East and North, high 
bold ranges seem completely to shut us in. These form, no doubt, the water-sheds of tita Q^lenelg, 
Frince Begent, and Fitzroy rivers, and it is my intention to proceed from here N.N.W. for the purpose 
of discovering the head waters of one or other of them. We saw large numbers of boab trees to-day, 
some of them growing right in among the rocks. Marked tree F 94. latitude of Camp, 17° 55' lO* by 
meridian altitude of A. Cruds and Arctums. 

May 31st. — Steenng N.N.W. we soon came to the Fitzroy, and followed it up for four miles. I 
then tried to cross the horses to the opposite bank. We got the riding horses through, the vrater coming 
up to their saddle flaps ; but I was obliged to abandon the idea of doing the same with the pack horses ; 
so we continued on the South side, crossing numerous streams which ran into the river, in several <^ 
which our horses got bo^ed, till we came to a large creek, upon which we camped, about half a mile 
distant from the main stream. The country we passed through was well grassed ; the good feed, however, 
extends but a short distance back, and is succeeded by rocky hills, covered with spinifex, or cane-graas, 
growth. To-day, for the first time since leaving the DeOrey, the formation of the country vras granitic 

About eight miles from here the Fitzroy issues out of deep gorges cut in the high range which 
blocks our view, and which, no doubt, will prove a barrier to any further exploration of the head waters 
of the river; to-day, even, we had great difficulty in crossing the deep creeks and ravines which 
oontanually intersected onr ooorse. Marked tree F 95. Latitude of Camp, 17° 47 20" by meridian 
altitude of A. Cmois and Arcturus. 

June let. — ^We had very broken and difScult ground to contend with this morning, as we continued 
our course up the river, but with some little tronble we found a ford and crossed the Fitzroy about four 
miles North of onr last night's camp. It was nearly noon by the time we got all the horses over, sd we 
camped, — our last Camp upon the river. 

To-morrow we bid good-bye to the Fitzroy, which we have followed now for 240 miles. The 
longest and largest river in Western Australia, it flows through magnificent flats, which contain about 
four millions of pastoral lands, and are capable of depasturing at least a million of sheep, a lai^er 
number than the whole of the settled portions of the Colony now carry. During the months of Decembw, 



DigJIJzed by VjOOQ iC 



18 
J&nuary, Febnmry, and March, howdrer, great care would h&ve to be taken, and the atock most 
necessarily be removed to higher ground, as the wh(^ extent of these flats during the rains are more or 
leas flooded, and no doubt very bof^. Prom here we proceed N Jf.W., with the Tiew, if possible, of 
reachii^ the Qleuelg. Marked tree F 96. 

June 2nd. — Leaving the river, we steered N.W, this morning, up a graasy creek with high hills on 
each side of us. After some delay, tacking in and out throngh the difieient passes, we at length reached a 
good-sized tributary of the Fitzroy, and followed it up for about four nules in a Northerly direction 
through rough and hilly ground. This stream was running strong, and we noticed its flood marks high 
up the stems of the many palm trees that grew upon its banks. Leaving the river we wended our way 
along grassy flats, granite ranges fencing us in on either side. Seven miles farther on we crossed another 
small creek running towards the S.W., and cunped beside it, both men and horses being very tired, for 
much of the ground passed over to-day was rough and difficult, hundreds of little gullies intersecting our 
path, all running towards the Fitzroy and most of them perennial in their water supply. The flats 
between the many hiUs and ridges were well grassed. Ten miles off the great dividing range 
stands boldly out, bearing N.N.W. From this range, no doubt, all the main stream waters of the Fitzrt^ 
flow. I took a round of angles this afternoon, and, as far as I oonld see ahead, the granite rocks extend. 
Taking observations was however a trying process, as my eyea are very sore and weak ; Cunpbell's also 
are so bad that he can scarcely see. Marked tree F 97. Latitude of Oamp 17° 47' 61\ 

June Srd. — This morning the horses strayed back for about five miles, and we did not start till 
noon. Travelling about six miles N.W. we came to a mnning stream about three chains wide, upon the 
banks of which we camped. The country on our route to-day was very rough, though the flats are well 
graeeed and watered. 

June 4th. — ^This morning we were obliged to shoot a horse belonging to Mr. McLean, also to leave 
behind one belonging to the Gtovemment; which wa« so knocked up that he could no longer travel, 
although he bad carried nothing since leaving Boebuck Bay. Steering N.W. for about five miles we 
came to a good-sized creek, which was running towards the South. We followed it up for a short 
distance, bat were obliged to return, as the ground became too rough to traveL Two miles farther oa 
another one was crossed, and, a short distance beyond, another one ^i;ain, which gave us some trouble to 
get over, as its bed was very rocky and its current strong. A mile on the other side of this creek we 
camped. These streams are all mnning, although it must be m<mths since any rain has fallen. Our 
horses are very tired from travelling over this rough country, end the rocks have knocked off several 
shoes. 

June 5th. — ^We rested in Gamp to-day, for Campbell's eyes and my own were too bad to enable us 
to travel without great discomfort. Carey also was ill with low fever. latitude 17° 29' 27". 

June €th. — ^We started on again to-day, steering N.W. and came to another good-sized stream a 
short distance from our Camp. Five miles &rther on a large river barred our way, running fast and 
strong. We crossed it, and camped a mUe b^ond in a grassy flat at the foot of the great dividing range. 
A high peak towers above us, which Hicks and I this afternoon attempt«d to ascend ; but when within 
200 feet of the summit we found it impossible to proceed, a wall of rock rising up so precipitously m to 
make it altogether inaccessible. This waa particularly annoying, for it had given us an hour's hard 
wort to make our way as far as the point we reached. This peak is about 2,000 feet above the level of the 
sea. I named the range King Leopold Bai^, after TTing Leopold of Belgium, in recognition of the 
great interest taken by His Majesty in exploration. My eje% are rather better to-day, and Carey's 
health has greatly improved. Marked tree F 101. latitude of Camp 17° 23' 12". 

June 7th. — We tried this morning to skirt along the foot of the high range ; the ground, however, 
soon became too broken to travel, so we turned down a deep gully which we followed towards the South 
for about two miles. Perpendicular cliffs rose up on each side of the stream. Escaping from this gully 
we turned N.W. for seven miles, keeping clear of the rougher ground and passing over grassy flat«. The 
banks of a fine running stream provided a good camping place. All the hills around are clothed with 
abundant and excellent grass right up to their summits. We ascended one higher than the rest, and as 
far as the eye could reach the same mountainous country extended, while the main range was now 
trending more to the Northward. We met with several new botanical species to-day, and many kinds of 
acacia. Bough as this country is, as feeding ground it is first jrate, and there is no lack of permanent 
springs. 
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June 8th. — We followed down the stream on vhich we had camped for aboat four miles, and then 
tamed oS into a grassy flat, steering N.W. across it. Another stieam ran through this flat, trending 
8.W., and three miles beyond it we came npon a river three chains wide, and running fast. Here we 
camped and in the afternoon ascended a high quartz peak to take a round of angles. The country ahead 
appears to be a mass of hills and ranges ; still I think we shall be able to push through, although it will 
be neceesaiy to take a more Westerly ooorse than we have done at present. All the main streams that 
we have crossed as yet run into the Fitzroy ; it ia therefore no matter for sarprise that during the rainy 
season the lower flats should suffer from severe inundations. In a pool close by the Gamp we caught five 
fish. I named this large stream the Lennard Biver, and a high quartz hill, near Camp, Mount Eliza ; it 
is 600 feet high. Carey is very ill again to-night. Marked tree F 103. Latitude of Camp, 17° 12' 52" 
by meridian altitude Arctums. 

June 9th. — We travelled six miles to-day, at first over rough hills, and then through undulating 
rocky well-graased country, to a running stream, on the banks of which we camped, one of our horses 
showing ^mptoms of knocking up. The country seems to be improving ; hills covered with long ooarse 
grass, and no longer bo rough, while the fiats are clothed with every description of feed and herbage. 
We crossed numerous streams again to-day, all mnning into the Fitzroy. My eyes are better, Campbell's 
also near^ well, and Corey mending. Marked tree F 101. 

June 10th. — To-day we followed up the creek on which we had camped, for five miles, till we 
reached its head, and thrice made for the main range, which we skirted for a little distance before 
camping in a grassy flat. Our course to-day was through well-graased land, but rough and rocky. From 
the top of the range (900ft.) I took a round of angles in the afternoon, and looking on ahead, I conld 
see no alteration in the character of the country, which however seems all to be well covered with feed. 
Marked tree F 105. 

Jnne 11th. — ^We mode an early start this morning, and steered N.N.W. for a couple of miles, till 
we reached a stream running Southward, and afterwards during the day other streams flowing in the 
same direction were continually crossed. The country we passed over, though rocky, was splendidly 
grassed, espedal^ the beautiful flats, the dopes of the MUs, and the banks of the running brooks. It 
often seems to me most strange that such a country as this should so long have been left unoccapied. 
Ahead the scenery appears to be of the same description. Kangaroo abound, but are very wild. Carey 
was very much worse last night, and to-day is but little better. My eyes ore rather stronger than they 
were. Marked tree F 106. 

June 12th. — We followed a creek down to-day for four miles till joined by another larger one from 
the Eastward, the two forming a good-sized river, which flowed away towards the South. Leaving this 
river we bore N.W. for two milee, and camped on a small creek mnning across our track. One of the 
Qovemment horses named " Blazes " knocked up, and just before reaching Camp fell down d«ad. He had 
been ailing for some daya, but I did not think that he was so seriously UL We have now only nineteen 
horses left, and our supply of rations will not last more than seventy-six days. The same rocky weU- 
grassed country to-day, and the same running brooks, with palm-tree covered banks. The weather was 
cloudy, and the wind very strong during the night, though the heat is considerable. M&rked tree F 107. 
I^itude 16° 48' 12' by meridian altitude of Arotnras. 

June 18th. — We started North to-day, but were soon obliged to turn back as the country was too 
rough for the horses to travel ; so we turned down a grassy flat which ran N.W. and followed it for eight 
miles, till we come to a river running swiftly to the South-west Three miles over rongh hills brought 
ns to another branch of the same stream, upon which we camped, having travelled eleven miles. The 
country to-day, though equally well-grassed, was not so rocky as that we have passed over hitherto. In 
addition to the palms which border the banks of the atreama, I noticed the Swan Biver cypress and 
several new trees and sombs. Marked tree F 108. Latitude by meridian altitude of Arcturus, 
15'87'0'. 

Jnne 14th. — Whilst the party were packii^ up this morning. Dower and I walked for a couple of 
miles to the North-west, and ascended a flat-topped hiU about twelve hundred feet' high — ^which I named 
Mount Humbert, after the Eing of Italy, a promoter of science in his Kingdom. From this hill we 
obtained an extensive view on ahead, and saw a large river which I supposed to be the Glenelg. After 
taking a round of angles, we went North for a short distance and met the party, with whom we followed 
down the brook upou which we were camped last night, and which ran North for four miles. It 
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iiien bore awa; to the West, skirting tlie higli table ranges. We coDtinned along its banks for eeven 
miles farther, thence steering N.W. and following the foot of the range for foor mileB more, till we came 
to a running gully, upon which we camped. The river we saw in the morning is HtiU a good man; miles 
ahead. Although well-grassed, the country passed over to-day is curiously oovored with loose stones; 
they are, in fact, so thick that we had some difficulty in finding a suitable camping place. We saw 
numbers of palm and oork trees, and kangaroo were abundant. 

June 15th, Sunday. — We did not break Camp to-day. Mr. HiU and X went to the top of a high 
table range from which we oonld see, about six miles to the Westward, the water observed yesterday. 
This, I imagine, must be the inland sea which was seen by the "Beagle" from Secure Bay. Having 
taken a round of angles we returned to Camp. Carey unfortunately remains in the same precarious state. 
1 regret to say that my boUing apparatus got injured to-day. Plotting up my track, I found our position 
to be latitude 16° 27' 50", and Longitude 124° 40'. 

June 16th. — This moming we travelled nine miles down the gully, and, after winding round the 
ranges, which in places were nearly perpendicular, we came to mangroves and salt water. The countiy 
was so rough as to be almost impassable ; numeraus gullies intersected our course, and the grass was 
very high and thick, making it hard work for the horses to travel. Poor James Carey was very ill indeed 
last night, and to-day is little better, thongh he still manages to keep in the saddle. Marked tree W 111. 
I4ititiide of Camp 16° 25' 12* by meridian altitude Arctnms. 

June 17th. — This moming we rode on between the mangroves and the range, and, after going six 
miles W.N.W. over rough hills, through rocky passes, and past boggy springs, we camped near a gully 
at the foot of the range. The scenery was the finest 1 have yet seen in my travels. The instruments 
nearly came to grief to-day, the horse bearing them falling into a pool, and damping more especially the 
botanical specimens ; we managed however to dry them this afternoon. Pierre and I climbed the range, 
and from the top had a splendid view of Secure Bay. We could just make out Collier Bay in the 
distance, snd, Z was delighted to see a gorge cutting through the range, by which we oonld pass to the 
Eastward. This is the first place along a line of one hundred miles where there is a break in the 
impenetrable mountain barrier, and I cannot say how thankful I am to have fonnd one, for had I not 
discovered this pass, 1 should have hardly known what to have done. To torn back would he a hopeless 
task. Ifow, however, we are safe, — only forty miles from the Glenelg. The horses are very foot-sore 
trcoA travelling over the rough stony ground, and this country between the mangroves and the range 1 
consider altogether unfit for settlement, being far too rocky for stock to get about. Marked tree F 112. 
Latitude of Camp, 16° 23' 37* by meridian altitude Arctorus. 

June 18th. — This moming we had proceeded but half a mile when we were suddenly brought to a 
standstill hy perpendicular clifis, which feU abruptly into the sea. It was difficult to decide what to do : 
I knew however, that the pass seen yesterday was only about a mile farther on, so, telling the party to 
follow me, X went on ahead, and after turning and twisting through intricate gorges, and finally 
desoending a most fearfully precipitous incline, we at last reached the pass in comparative safety. A few . 
of the horses had fallen and scmiewhat injured themselves, and one was missing, which, however, Pierre 
and Campbell brought back aiter a short search. Upon reaching the pass, I fired off a volley from my 
revolver, in honor of a feat which will seem almost incredible to those who in the future visit this place. 

At the entrance to the pass we camped, our horses being completely knocked up. It is a delicious 
spot; close by ns is a splendid waterfall about twenty-five feet high, with fresh water roaring down it. 
After dinner X went to the shores of the inland sea ; the scene was magnificent, water&lls foaming over 
the rugged rocks, and contrasting with the lovely foliage that clothed them. We cai^ht a quantity of 
fish in the silt water, and just before dusk I went to the top of a hill near the Camp and had a good 
view on ahead. Marked tree F 113. 

Jnne 19th. — This moming we entered the pass, hut before we had travelled three miles we wei« 
brought to a standstill by perpendicular rocks. We were, however, determined not to tum back, and 
after spending nearly an hour in search of a practicable route we decided to climb up the side of the 
goi^. In doing so, one of the horses, which was very vreeik, fell down, and before we reached the top 
another also gave in ; both of them were however old, very poor, and of little use, so I left them behind. 
After gaining the snmmit, we entered a beautiful flat between the hills, hut not finding any water we 
were obliged to proceed, and before long high ranges and deep ravines surrounded ns on all sides. 
Kothii^ daunted, however, we struck into a goi^, which led down from the hills, and which proved veiy 
rough, and all bat impassable. Two hours' hard work hrou^t us to the bottom— a drop of about six 
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hundred tee^—Uid our progress wm stopped by mangrore Bwamps and an inland sea. Here ve are now, 
completely vailed in on ever; side, and oni only chance of getting out, is across the high ranges to the 
EaHtward. We intend to make the attempt to-morrow. I tailed the matter over with my part; ; they 
all felt the importance c^ mulring an energetic effort to get away from this spot, bo we decided to leave 
behind all the things that are no longer necessary for onr use. We buried under a boab tree marked 
F 114, one pack saddle, six saddle bags, two water drums, girths, straps, a riding saddle, and a host of 
smaller articles. Of the two horses left behind to-day, one belonged to the Qoremment, and the other 
to Messrs. Chant and Anderson. Our horses are now reduced to seventeen ; we hare lost five within 
eighteen days. At that time they were all in good condition ; but, although we have not travelled more 
than fifteen miles a day, the cause of their falling off so rapidly will be easily understood when the 
extremely rugged nature of the country through which we have been parsing is remembered. I only 
hope I may never see it again, or anything approaching it in character. We crossed numerous running 
streams during the day, and some of the scenery was very lovely. The party are aU in good spirits, and 
we still hope to accomplish what we were sent out to perform. Two, unfortunately, are in poor health ; 
my brother Matthew very unwell to-night, and Carey not much better than he wa*. Distance travelled 
to-day — six miles. 

June 20th. — One of the horses Jaat night showed symptoms of madness and wandered away. He 
has been falling off of lat« and is now a mere skeleton. We spent two hours this morning in trying to 
find him, but without any success, and I fancy he must have stumbled into the creek and been washed 
away by the tide. We have now only sixteen horses left, six riding horses, and ten pack horses, and two 
of us will have to weiU: in future. 

We started at nine and made our way in a South-easterly direction through a deep gorge, for 
about two miles. When near its head, we ascended about 600 feet to the rocky table laud, and then bore 
E.N.E. ; but a nule ferther on we were brought to a halt by perpendicular cliffs, which we skirted 
towards the sea, readiing the table land again, after two hours* hard work. Here we camped, both 
horses and men being completely worn out. We all had to walk over the rough stony ground, and the 
poor horses were terribly knocked about. The distance we travelled was only four miles in a direct line, 
but it took us five hours to do it. Shortly after we camped we heard the shouts of a lai^ paxty of 
natives, and before long we saw them approaching us through the tall grass, every one of them carrying 
bundles of spears. 

I ordered ever; man to arm and be prepared for the worst, and we watched the approach of about 
fifty of them, who came within ISO yards of us and continued to shout for some time. They afterwards, 
leaving their spears behind them, came closer up, and sitting down on a rocky hill, about forty yards 
from the Camp, began to talk vociferonsly in their (to us) unintoll^ble jargon. Shortly, an old man 
left the group and approached us. We gave him some sugar and damper, after which he went back, and 
they all left. A little later, however, they returned again, coming this time dose up to us, and, thinking 
that I had better show them the tue to which firearms could be pat, I fired my revolver at a tree. This 
frightened them so effectually, that they all cleared out at once. 

Native fires are very numerous about here, which shows that, although this country it entirely 
unsoited to Europeans, it is well adapted to the support of native existence, the natives in these high 
lands being in greater numbers than in the good lands below. All those whom we saw were naked and 
circumcited, and, notwithstanding that most of them were old men, they looked healthy and in good 
condition. Carey is no better, but my brother is improving. Marked tree F 115. 

June 21st. — Nothing more was seen of the natives, and at eight we again started on our journey, 
steering East for three miles, when we crossed a good-sized stream. Thinkin g that we might get along 
better on the North side, I made a trial of it, but after four hours' hard work we were obHged to return 
and re-cross the stream about two miles higher up. Before this could be done, however, an hour was 
sp^it in makii^ a road down the st«ep diff rade, after which we manned to get to the bottom of the 
gorge. I named this mountain t<^rent the Devil's Creek. 

The horses were very tired, and before we reached camping ground one fell down, and got so 
jammed between the rocks ibat we shot t'^" to end his misery. I am afraid that if this kind of country 
laste much longer I shaU be obhged to return to Be^le Bay ; it is becomii^; something fearful. My ^^ 
brother is still very unwell, and Carey also no better. Marked tree P 116. 

June 22nd. — Before break&st this morning Campbell, Pierre, and I made a road up the cliff, and 
after an hour's hard work succeeded in finit^hing a pretty fair track. Betuxning to Camp we breakfasted, 
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and afterwards, attacking the hilla, all readied the top in safety — a climb of aboot 800 feet. We 
followed along the high diffa for three miles towards the South, and one of the horses having knocked 
np, we were then obl^ed ta camp, although a mile from any water. 

X intend to rest the borseB here for a day or two, and go ahead on foot to explore. Soon after we 
unsaddled, a large number of natives appeared on the opposite aide of the bill, and we found that they 
were camped dose to as. They kept up a great noise the whole afternoon, bnt we are onable to 
interpret tbeir meaning. Carey and my brother are both slightly better. 

June 23rd. — To-day Pierre and I set' out on foot to try and discover whetlier it is possible to g^ 
down off these ranges on to our outward track of the 16th, — the day on wbjdi we reached the salt water 
inlet, and our troubles began. After goii^ two miles South we reached the cliffs, and witb acana 
dif&culty discovered a very steep pass which, if followed down, would let us out upon our old tracks. 
We then returned to Camp. The party during] our absence had made a track down to the water and 
given all the horses a drink. To-morrow I intend climbing a high hill which we see about six nules to 
the Eastward, for the purpose of ascertaining whether it ia possible to force a passage throu^^ to the 
Glenelg or not. Our horses loot very bad, and how on earth they are going to take us on I really 
cannot say. To return, however, would be even worse than to go forward, oa we only have two months' 
provimons. Carey is a little better, bat my brother, who is sufEering from a severe sanstroke, is worse 
again to-day. 

June 24th. — ^At daylight Hicks and I started for the hill seen yesterday, named Mount Hopeless, 
which bore IT. 100 E., and was about seven miles distant from the Camp. After four hours' hard travelling 
we readied the foot of it, and climbing to the^top, obtained an extensive view of the surrounding country. 
To the !North-eaBt lay the Stephen Bonge, and we saw also in that direction a large creek running into 
the sea. Having taken a round of angles, we descended the hill, and beside a stream at the bottom 
ate a piece of damper before starting back for Camp. On our way we tried to discover a suitable track 
for the horses, but the &rther we went, the more involved we became in the endless ru^ed zigzf^^ of 
the cliSs. So we gave up at last in despair, and made straight for the party, having walked fourteen 
miles altogether, over the roughest country that I ever saw. 

June 26th. — ^We started this morning with the object of striking our outward track of the 16th 
instant, add, steering South for about two miles along a table land twelve hundred feet high, we reached 
the precipitous cliffs of the barrier range. We then set to work making a road down tbe gorge we hod 
chosen for our descent, and after two hours' work succeeded in forming a pasBable path. ' The process 
of leading the horses down took us some time, as we had to re-ascend the cliff more than once before we 
got them all safely to the bottom. This we accomplished by two o'dock, and camped at once where we 
were, on a grassy flat. We had been obliged, in the morning, to leave one of Messrs. Grant and 
Anderson's horses behind at our Camp above the cliffs. During the last ten days we have lost altogether 
five horses, owing to the dreadfully rugged nature of the countiy, and all the rest are more or less 
knocked up and disabled. 

After all the trouble we have had in trying to get through this range, we are forced to go back to 
the Fitzrt^. It is a bitter disappointment. 1 have never exerted myself so much In my life as 1 have 
within the last ten days, and I may say the some of the whole of my party. From the Fitzroy I shall 
travel between the 17th and ISth degrees of latitude to the Overland Tel^raph Line, a distance of 
about 360 miles. It is almost impossible for ua to return to the DeGrey, as we cannot be sure of 
obtaining supplies at Beadle Bay. I shall not in so doing be carrying out my instructions, but, under 
the circumstanceB, bound as I am to conaider the safety of my party, I think it best to take this 
responsibUity upon myself. Carey is rather better to day, but my brother, I am sorry to say, still very 
unwell. 

June 26th. — ^We started on our return to the Fitzroy this moniing, and travelled nine miles to 
Camp F 110. We did not attempt to go any Mother, as, with the exception of Carey and my brother, 
we all have to walk. The latter still suffers very much from his head, and is continually wandering in 
his mind. ' 

June 27th-28th. — Travelled back upon our outward tracks, making ten miles on the 27th, and 
seven on the 28th. 

June 29th. — Four miles from Camp we left our old tracks, and followed a large creek S.S.E. for 
six miles, camping beside a good pool in which we caught a large number of fiah. I^tude 16° 46' 42'. 
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June 30th. — Steering S. by E. for nine miles, we offon Btruok the river, on which we had camped 
l&st night, and following it down for a mile we halted. This country is far lesa rough than that through 
which we pasaad &rtlier North. The invalids are both better to-day. Latitude of Camp 16° 53' 4&". 

July 1st. — We did not go more than eight miles to-day, camping OD another running stream; 
this halting place bearing S.E. from the one we left last night. When we collected the horaea in the 
morning, we found one of the DeGrey ponies missing, but aoou discovered him lying in a gully. He was 
very weak and nnable to stand, so we shot him and cut oS about ten pounds of his flesh, which we after- 
wards ate — the first time I ever tasted horse-flesh in my life. 

July 2nd. — ^We continued our South-easterly course to-day, and, after going two miles, the 
ground became terribly rough, and over one broken range that crossed our path we were obliged to 
smooth a road for the horses. After some slight mishaps, we managed to get them over in safety, and 
for four miles beyond passed through poorly grassed broken granite ground, till we reached a little 
creek, with a bit of feed along its banks, upon which we camped. In the afternoon Pierre and I walked 
across to a large hill about a mile South of the Camp, from the top of which I was thankful to see the 
end of these rough ranges. I took a good round of angles before returning to the Oamp. We found 
that Dower had shot a turkey, which was very acceptable, as we are now reduced to 1 K of flour and a 
Jlbof J)aconper day. Latitude 17° 6' 27'. 

July 3rd. — This morning, after travelling six miles South, we came upon laige open plains; 
thence tunung to the South-east, we skirted the granite ranges for four miles over well-grassed country, 
till we came to a brook running Westward, upon which we camped. These plains, which are studded 
with large red and white>gunis, extend for fire miles in a Westerly direction, and are there boonded by 
sandstone ranges which run up North-west fnm the Fitzroy. Latitude by Arcturus, 17° 37' 27*. 

July 4th. — We continued the same course to-day for nine miles, through fine open grassy plains 
to the Lennard Biver, which was flowing towards the West ; thence three miles over well-grassed flats, 
bordered by broken hills, brought us to a large running creek, a tributary of the Lennard, near which 
we camped. The country between this and the Fitzroy seems all composed of broken ridges and grassy 
bottoms, plentifully supplied with vrater. Shot eleven small cockatoos. lAtitudeof Gamp, 17° 23'. 

July 5th. — Continuing our journey South for seven miles, we came to the sandstone range, which 
we skirted for five miles farther, camping upon a creek, in which we found abundance of water. The 
country we passed through to-day was vei^ dry, and the feed parched up. We walked, aU but Carey 
and my brother, l^e heat was very oppressive; the nights, however, are still cool. latitude by 
Arcturus, 17° 33' 27'. 

July 6th. — Making an early start, we steered E.S.E. along the foot of the sandstooe rsjiges. Nine 
miles from the Camp they turned away to the South, and we left them, and, a mile beycmd, crossed a 
splendid stream of fresh water. A little farther on we came to another, and, a short distance beyond, 
camped at a permanent running spring, round which was a clamp of palm trees. This spring I named 
aitet Mr. Horace Hicks, of Boebonme. 

July 7th. — ^Travelled S.E. by £. for eight miles, over broken sandstone and quartz ridges, covered 
with spinifex. This brought us to a large tributary of the Fitiroy, which we crossed and followed down 
for some little distance before camping. We made thirteen miles altogether to-day, chiefly over very 
poor country. 

July 8th. — ^Fifteen miles through open grassy plains brought us to the Fitzrc^, upon the honks 
of which we camped, all very tired, for we hadwalked the whole of the way. Latitude 17° 51' 13'. 

July 9th. — ^Bested all day, as we want some recruiting before making a start for the telegraph 
line, which is about 350 miles distant. After weighing our rations, we find that there is enough, on 
short allowance, to last us about fifty days. 

July loth. — We repaired our packs and caught a number of fish. I intend leaving two pock 
saddles behind, here. 

July 1 1th. — Crossing the Fitzroy we came upon our outward tracks, and after travelling for 
13 miles in a Southerly direction across a splendid grassy plain, we camped upon a creek well filled with 
vrater. We re-arranged the packs to-day, so that six of us can ride at a time, only two being obliged to 
walk. Dower shot a large pelican this evening, which was aoon made into a meal. Marked tree F 136. 
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Jul; IStli. — ContinuiDg our joume; Sooth, six miles brought ns to the Margaret Biver, which we 
sacceeded in croBsiiig, altboogh it was nmning reiy strong. Wo then followed np the Margaret for three 
milet In an Easterly direction, and camped on its Sonthem bank. In the afternoon Pierre and I rode to a , 
high sandstone hill about two miles ofE, from which I took a round of angles, and had a fine view of the /- f 
country on ahead. NatiTe fires were numerona in every direction. I named this hill Mount Pierre. / 
Marked a tree A.P. 137, July 12, 1879. Latitude of Camp, 18° 12' 27 '. 

July 13th. — We went E.SJI. for 10 miles after starting this morning, across a splendid lerel 
grassy plain. The country then entirely changed to broken sandatcme and granite, with spinifex grow- 
ing in the flats. This continued for five miles imtil we reached a creek rtinning into the Mai^aret, 
which had pools of fresh water in it, and grass enough on its banks to give ua a fairly good Camp. From ; - / 
the Casfp was seen a large high hill, bearing Korth, which I named Mount Erauss, after the Director of > "^ 
the museum of Stuttgart. We came across a tribe of natives to-day, old men, women, and children, — 
the most miserable lot we have seen as yet. Shot 16 cockatoos, several "native companions," and an 
emu. Marked tree F 138. Latitude of Camp, by Arctums, 18° 20' 42". 

July 14th. — We travelled <m to-day in the same direction for about five miles, over very poor 
spinifex oonntry, to a branch of the Margaret, where there was fine feed and water ; but as it was too 
early for a halt we went on ^ain for seven miles along the foot oi a high table land, the same that runs ' ^\ 
all the way to Collier Bay, and camped at a spring mnnii^; oat of the range. Ctood old feed aU around. > 

l^e country we passed throi^h, excepting a patch on the riveir, was more or leas worthless. latitude 
18° 26' 27'. Marked tree F 139. 

July 15th.~We bore East this morning for seven miles, still skirting the Mgb table mnge, and 
crossing numerous streams with palm trees growing upon their banks. ThencelT.E. for five miles farther, 
and camped on a good-sized brook. Still broken ranges everywhere, overgrown with buck-spinifex. Look- 
ing out from a high hill, the country to the South and East appears to be clear and open ; to the North, 
however, nothing but high ranges can be seen. Dower shot a fine kangaroo this afternoon, which was 
very acceptable, as for three weeks we have not had a suffident quantity of food. Marked tree F 140. 
latitude of Camp, 18° 23', meridian altitude of Arctnrus. 

July 16th. — We followed down the creek upon which we were camped for two miles this morning, 
and thence, Bt«eiing East by ITortb, four miles brought us to the Margaret Biver, which here enters a 
defile of the high table range. Crossing the river we continued the same course for five miles to a red 
sand-stone %ill, and thence bore Korth-east to the river again. It was much smaller here, and we 
camped in its bed, with abundance of feed on the banks. We are still skirting the high table range, '/- . 
which forces us farther South than I like, but it is impossible to get through it on account of its deep 
gorges and perpendicular cliffs. 

I went to the top of a very remarkable hiU (which I named Mount Gkorge, after my youngest 
brother), this afternoon, and from what I could see, I fancy that another day or so will bring us to the 
watershed of the Fitzroy. The solution of this problem — the position of the headwaters of the Fitzroy — 
will be of interest to the scientific geographer, and I have spared no pains to get its position laid down 
as correctly as possible — so far as the means at my disposal would allow. Marked tree F 141. 

July 17th. — Steered !N'.E. by E. for 11 miles, over fair avers^ feedii^ ground, crossing running 
streams at almost every mile of our route. Again struck the main branch of the Mai^ret, which we 
followed up for fonr mOes in a North-easterly direction before we camped. To the North was a high ^ ,- ' 
ruige, which I named the Mueller B&nge, after my friend Baron Yon Mueller, K.C.M.G., in reo^nition 
of the great interest taken by him in Australian Exploration. The table range is still about two miles 
to the North of as. Marked tree F 142. 

July 18th. — This morning we bore N.E. by E., following np the stream upon which we were 
camped to the point whence it issued from the range. Here was a little patch of grassy country, crossing 
which, we had five miles walk through broken spinifex hills. As we neared the dividing range, the 
country entirely changed in character, and for two miles before we reached it we passed through clear 
grassy plains. Arrived at the foot of the range, which here is not more than 100 feet above the plain, ; , 
we followed it along for a mile, and camped at a small water-hole, having travelled about 11 nules in a 
direct line, the general coarse being E.N.E. 

This afternoon I climbed the range, and from the top sketched out its coarse for at least tlurty 
miles— the same description of grassy hills continuing for this distance aikmg its base. I took a round 
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of aisles, and obeerred a remarkable hill bearing E. by IT. and abont 20 milee distant, also a high nmge 
M. 35 E. The hill I named Mount Barrett, after TSiaa Barrett Leonard, of Beverley. 

The vaterehed of the Fitzroy extends from Latitude 16° 30*, and Longitude 125° to Latitude 
18° 10' and Lon^tade 127° 20' — a distance of at least 270 miles. The dividing range here consists of 
asdBt(»>e diffB, vith flat and spinifex-covered top. Iffarked tree F 143. Latitade ot Camp 18° 12', 
mmdi&n altitude Arctnnu. 

July 19th. — We started at eight o'clock to-day, and steered N.E. 1^ IT. throiigh a grassy flat 
which ire ft^owed for four miles. The country then became more undulating, and, iar 10 mike, nothing 
but gnusy plains and rises, with granite rocks cropping up at intervals, were to be seen. Afterwards 
passing a belt of poorer coonby about two miles wide, we came to another good flat upon which wo 
fonod a little water, and camped, having travelled 14 miles. In the afternoon I went with Kerre on foot 
IT, by "E. to the spur of a high range which ran down into the plain a mile and a half from our Camp. 
Ascending this, I was well rewarded by a magnificent view of the country round. To the Korth and 
ITorth-west were high hills and ranges, to the ITorth>east lower broken rises, and to the Eastward level 
well-grassed plains. Marked tree F 144. 

July 20tb. — We made an early start this morning, steering E-iNJl. through a m^niflcent and well- 
watered country ,(little brooks crossing our track at intervals of nearly every mile, till, after tiavellmg 14 
Btiles, we came to a lai^er stream, upon which we camped for the rest of the day. The whole of the 
country consisted <^ granit« rises and clear open flats. From the summit of a low IaI^^ to which Hicka 
and I walked this aft^;no<m, we found spread out before us the most splendid grassy plain it has ever 
been my lot to see. As for as the eye conld reach to the 8.S.E. and S.W. was one vast level expanse of 
magniflcent feeding ground, and at our feet a running stream, which we could trace &r out into the i 

distance. These plains, which are granitic in formation, comprise, according to my calculation, not less ' '"' " 

than 1,000,000 of acres, and, judging from the richness of their herbage, would carry, I imagine, ng less 
a number of sheep. This is, in my estimation, the finest part of Western Australia that I have seen, 
and I hope that before long it will be covered with flocks and herds. Latitude 18°, in which it is 
situated, is only 120 miles ITorth of the I>eGrey, where sheep and cattle thrive very weU. Abrted tvea 

ri46. 

Jufy Slst. — ^We travelled ir.E. to-day for eleven miles before we camped. Two or three milee of 
this distance was over country rather rough, but the general character of the land left nothing to be ') 'J -^ 

desired, and it seemed all well suited to sheep. Bunning streams we continually crossed, aH trending 
towards the South. Weather very cloudy, and every indication of a storm. Marked tree V 146. 

July 22nd. — ^We remained in Camp to dry our things. Early last night the rain commenced, and 
continued until morning, soaking everything we had. The rainfall during the night was over an inch. . ' - . 

Fierre and Dower are both ilL Carey, also, and my brother, are in a weak state, and unable to do any 
walking. After plotting up my track, I found we w^e in Longitude 127° 45'. 

July 23rd. — The sun was shining brightly in a dear sky this morning when we started off again. 
Continuing a ITorth-easterly course for three miles, through magnificent country, we came to a creek, 
which we followed down for a short distance until it turned to the Southward. Leaving it ^ain, we 
continued our former course, and before long came to a good-sised river, t^ree chains wide, and running i r 

strong from the ITorthward, probably on affluent of the Victoria, or of Sturt's Creek. Crossing this ' ' . 

river, we travelled on for five miles, still through good country, before we camped. This aftenoon, I 
went to the top of a high pyramid- shaped bill, from which I obtained a good view, wid took a round of 
angles. 

July 24th, — We steered N. 60 E. to-day, and at two miles from Camp crossed a fine stream of 
water, running towards the South, and five miles farther on, another and still larger one. A few miles 
beyond again, we came to Uie end of the mt^^nificent country through which we have been travelling for 
the last week, and rough ranges succeeded. We worked our way through them for miles, striking at 
last a creek, which bore IT.E., and which we followed down to its junction with another stream. On our 
way to-day, we came across an old native man and three diildren, who made a tremendous noise when 
they saw us, and seemed to be dreadfully frightened. Farther on we met three women returning to 
their camp, whose tCTror deprived them of speech. When, however, we moved on, th^ commenced 
shouting loudly. Dower and Pierre are still sick, and the latter, I fear, is in for a serious illness. Hs 
is so weak that he can hardly stand, and he is quite unable to eat. Marked tree F 149. 
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July 25th, — I rode in advance of tlie party this morning to a high hill two miles distant, and 
bearing N.£!. from OTir Camp, with the object of finding out whether it were pOBsible to proceed in that 
direction. After looking on ahead from the gonunit, I felt confident that it was ; so I lighted a fire— the 
signal agreed upon, to inform tbe party that they might follow me up, and before long they joined me. 

We then continued our journey towards the North-e&at, and after trareUing five miles, came to a 
lar^ river ten chains wide and mnmng strong, which we did not cross without some difficulty. On the 
other side we camped, and in the afternoon I followed up the river, which was coming from the West- 
ward, for a short distance, till I reached a remarkable black bluff, from the top of which I was able to 
sketch its course for several mOes up and down. From this point upwards, rough cliffs and ranges fell 
abruptly into the channel of the stream, forming a barrier to any further exploration in the direction of , 
its source. Betuming to Camp we shot ten cockatoos and five ducks, the latter being very numerouA in 
the river. The smoke of natives' fires we saw in evety direction, and jnst before dusk seven of them 
came to within half a mile of the Gamp, but went away a^ain before long, greatly surprised no doubt at 
seeing so many strange people. The country passed over to-day was very poor, and even on the banks 
of this magnificent stream the land is both barren and roi^h. Pierre and Dower sje still ill, and no 
better than they were. Marked a tree F 150. Just five months since we left the DeCkey. 

July 26th. — We got a very late start, wd followed the river down for five miles in a more or less 
Easterly direction, through a rough description of country. Having got so far, we were unable to 
proceed, owing to the wretched condition of onr two natives, I^erre and Dower, whose prostration from 
ill-health and weakness is so great, that at times they are hardly able to keep ib the saddle. At noon, 
Hicks and I walked to a remarkable hill, bearing about one mile East from the Camp. Its ascent was 
somewhat difficult and fiLtiguing, but we were well rewarded for our pains, when we found, on looking 
ahead from its summit, that, continuing our course down, the river, we were just about to leave the , 
rough ground which bad hitherto bordered its banks, and ent«r upon a magnifioent country, clear open ; 
grassy plains stretching far out into the distance. Into these plains the river Sowed through a gorge 
a short distance below our Gamp. To the North there was nothing promising, all rough and rai^, and 
taking all things into consideration, I feel thankful that we are on this instead of on the Northern route 
which, with my limited means and sick party, would have been tar from a pleass-nt one to follow. 

About twenty natives appeared during the afternoon on the opposite bank of the river, and about 
half a mile off, but as soon as they saw ns tb^ vanished. They did not seem, however, to be very much 
frightened, which was curious, for they could not possibly have seen any white people before. Marked 
tree F 151. Latitude of Gamp, 17° 33' by meridian altitude of Yega. 

July 27tb, Sunday. — Starting at sunrise this morning we steered E.S.E. Three mOea from the 
Gamp we crossed a large creek, and four miles farther on reached the end of the sandstone range. From 
the top I was able to trace the river for a long distance, winding its way through splendid grassy plains. 
Continuing the same course, we crossed another lai^ stream running towards the South, and, fourteen , 
miles from our morning's starting point, we again reached the main body of the stream, luid camped beside . 
a fine pool of deep water nearly half a mile loi^;, the river here being about twenty chains wide, and still 
running strong. The fine well-grassed country through which we passed to-day was something similar 
in character of soil and timber to that at Be^le Bay. Marked tree F 152. latitude 17° 37' meridian 
altitude Vega, 

July 28th. — ^We followed the njet down for nine miles E.N.E. this morning, when we came to a 
lai^ r unnin g stream which joined the river from the Southward, and, travelling four miles farther, we 
camped in splendid feed. Indeed, all the country we passed through to-day was very fine, the op^i 
plains spreading out as &r as the eye could reach. They put me in mind of the great plains to the 
North of Encla on the South coast, the only difierence being that this country is as well watered as that 
is, unfortunately, the reverse. Being so well ^-atered, and the soil so good, thia district will support a 
very lai^ number of sheep ; it apparently does not suffer from . the periodical floods which visit the 
lower levels of the Pitzroy. 

I^erre and Dower no better to-day ; they are hardly able to sit their horses, and I anticipate that 
we shall be obliged to give them a few da^s' rest, as I almost fear that Herre will not last very much 
longer; he is more dead than alive as it is. ^Marked tree 154. latitude of Gamp, 17° 29' meridian 
altitude Vega. 

July 29th. — This morning the two natives appeared to be much worse, bo we gave them a rest to 
see if they would mend. We caught a few fish during the day, and shot some cockatoos. The heat was 
very oppressive, and no doubt summer will soon come on. 
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Jnly SOtib. — One of the liorssB strayed away during the night and conld not be found. I unt the 
party on, however, with instroctionB to follow the rirer down for fifteen miles, and then await my coming. 
After hunting about for an hour, I found the missing animal quietly feeding near the riTer'g bank, and 
following up their tracis I overtook my party tour miles from the Camp. A little farther on we crossed 
a running stream, and from this point bore away in a Northerly direction, striking the river again after 
we had travelled twelve miles. Here we camped, and in the evening went down to the river to fish. We 
had not been long so employed when a sntall party of natives came up, evidently with the intention of 
campii^. As soon, however, as they saw us, they hastUy crossed the river and made off, being evidently 
very much frightened. Dower appears to be a little bett«r this evenii^, but Pierre is atiU very ill. 
latitude 17° 17' meridian altitude of Vega. 

Jnly Slst. — Half a mile from our Camp this morning we crossed a tributary of the main river, and 
continued our journey for 5^ miles, still through first class country, till we came to a flat-topped hill. 
Scarce a t^ee was to be seen on the rolling plains, except along the banks of the numerous streams which 
traverse them in every direction. From the hiU, I wished to get a round of angles, bo I gave the party 
orders to travel on for eight miles, and camp upon the river, while Campbell and I ascended it. Having 
spent some time at our work, we got upon the tmcks, and rejoined our companions at the halting place 
they had chosen. Between the hUl and the river, we passed through some broken red sandstone ridges, 
well covered with feed and interspersed with grassy flats. Pierre and Dower are very ill ^ain to-day, 
and unless they get better soon, I fear they will never see their native land again ; they cannot eat, and 
are now so reduced in strength that they can hardly stand up. Yesterday we finished all our bacon ; for 
the last six weeks we have only had 41bs, to divide between eight of us. Our ration of flour also is very 
small, and it is fortunate for us that the country abounds bo greatly in every description of game, and 
tliat the streams are so numerous and so well supplied with fish. Had it not been bo, many a time we 
should have lain down at night with empty stomachs. Marked tree F 157. latitude of Camp, 17° B' 
by meridian altitude Yoga. 

August Ist. — The natives were so bad this morning, that I was, however reluctantly, obliged to 
remain in Camp and give them a rest. They looked so very ill that I had not the heart to make them 
travel ; but we can ill oSord to waste any time. Marked a tree A.F. 1st August, 79. 

August 2nd. — We started on agab to-day, and steering N.E. and E.N.E. for about six miles, we 
came to a lai^e river, very aimilor in character to the one we have been following down during the last 
week. I have named this river the Ifegri, after Commander Christopher Kegri, of Turin. In all 
probability it joins the one vre have just left ; so, after crossing it, we turned Northwards, hoping ^ain 
to come upon the larger stream. Thtm was splendid feed along out course for tinea miles, tiU we ''S^ 

reached another lai^ running brock, ooming from the Eastward, and hastening on towards the West to 
join the "1*™ branch. Travelling four miles farther North, over rougher but still £airly-grassed country, 
intersected by numerous running streams, we were at last obliged to stop, as our sick natives were 
completely worn out, and could no longer keep in the saddle. 

Our Camp is on a creek, the water in which is permanent, palm trees fringing its bonks. In the 
afternoon I went to the top of a high grassy hill, but from its summit nothing was to be seen of the 
river. To the Northward also and North-west the country appears to be very rough, and I am afraid 
that with only twenty-five days' Bhort rations, and a sick party, I should scarcely be doing my duty were 
I to attempt to trace the river any further down. We are still 800 miles from the telegraph line, and 
cannot of course teU what difiGculties may yet be in store for us, so I feel bound to push on ; at the 
same tjme no one can r^ret more than I do, that I am unable to follow this munificent stream to its 
mouth, which I have no doubt will be found in Cambridge Gulf— the whole of its waters in that case 
being in Western Australian tenitoiy. I have named this river the Ord, after His Excellency the 
Qovemor of Western Australia, who has taken so great an interest in this expedition. Marked a tree 
F 1£8. It has been very cloudy all day, and this evening it is positively cold. To-morrow we turn 
E JT J!., the country in that dinection being apparently much more open than to the Northward. 

August 8rd. — Making on early start this morning, five miles brought us to a remarkable peaked 
hill, which I ascended ; I was, however, unable to see anything from the top, clouds completely obscuring 
the prospect. Travelled on ^;ajn, bearing N.F., for five miles farther, and camped upon a small stream. 
The country we passed over to-day, although rather rough and stony, was very well grassed, and the low f 'f 

hills were covered with feed right up to their tops ; running brooks also were plentiful About a mile I ■ C 

from the Camp wob a peaked hill which I ascended in the afternoon, succeeding this time in obtaining 
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some anglee. Several large laoges appeared to &a Bastwud. We liad light showers all da;, and the 
weather was very oold. Marked tree F 159. 

Aogast 4th. — We steered E.!N J!, this morning for seven miles through rough, stonj, but well- 
grassed country ; thence for two miles &rther we followed down a creek which lan in an Easterly 
direction between high ranges, forming a pass just wide enough to enable us to travel through it com- 
fortably. I named this the Sender Pase-, after Dr. Sonder, of Hamburg, in recognition of his useful 
researches in Western Australian Botany. 

Pierre now became so bad that I wa« obliged to halt, which I did beside a splendid spring, — one 
of many which we saw this morning. The poor native was quite wandering in his mind, and would not 
remain en hia horae. I went out this afternoon to take scone angles, and instructed the part^ to kill one 
of the horses during my absence, for these continued halts to rest the sick natives, make it necessary that 
we should eke out our scanty means of support with horse-flesh. On my return, I found the horse all 
ready killed sjid dressed, and a very sorry sight it was, most miserably poor, — at the best Of times a • 
horse's carcase looks very different from that of a bullock. We could not help entertaining a feeling of 
sentimental regret that the poor beast which had served us so long and so &ItMul^ should come to such 
an unfortunate end, but it was necessary to relieve our hunger by some means or other, for since leaving 
the Fitzroy we have never had enough to eat, which is not surprising when one considers that we have 
only eaten a pound of flour per day apiece, and for meat have depended upon what we oould shoot. 
.Fortunately for us, the country is very &irly stocked with game. 

We all of UB made a horse-flesh sapper to-night ; while we stay here I do not intend to issue any 
flour. 1 have often read of horse-flesh being as good as beef, or nearly so ; but, to my taste, this sample 
of it, at any rate, is nothing of the kind — dry, hard, and tasteless. I dare say, however, that a young 
&t horse may be very different ; nothing more can he expected of a poor old animal that has gone 
through so much as oar victim of to-day. The natives seem no better to-night, and I am afraid we shall 
have to stop here for some days. 

August 5th. — Stopped in Camp, cat up the horse, and hung it out on ropes to jerk in the sun. 
The natives are slightly bettor, hut still very weak. 

Aagast 6th. — ^Dower seems decidedly mending, but Pierre is much worse, and I tear he cannot 
posmbly live very long. He hardly eats anything ; we have almost to force nourishment down his throat, 
and feed him like a child. 

Augost 7tii. — We started on again this morning, uid followed down the gully on which we were 
camped. Three miles below, it joined a large stream three chains vide and running N.E. This was near 
about our right course, so we determined to follow it down. This river I called the "Behn," after Dr. 
Behn, <tf Gotha, — successor to Fetennann, and who co-operated with that geatlemaU for many years in 
his researches towards the advancement of Australian scientific geography. 

The pack horses were unable to cross the river, but Hicks and I went over and aaoended a high 
point <m the opposite hank, for the purpose of taking some angles. After completing our work, we 
returned to the stream and followed it down, believing the pexty to be stUl on the opposite side, and 
hoping to catch them up before long. After walking four miles, we crossed the river near a high range 
which lay to the North, which I named the " Connaught," and, to our surprise, found no tracks of the 
party. We waited for some time, and they did not turn up, so we decided to go bock, and, half .a-mile 
from the bluff we had mounted to take our observations, we discovered that they had crossed the river 
We then followed bock upon their tracks imtil darkness came on, and found us both completely knocked ./ , 
up with our 20 miles walk. Having had the good fortune to shoot a few cockatoos we made a fire and '(? J 
roasted our birds ; no food had passed our lips since the morning, so we greatly enjoyed this scanty meoL 
Shortly afterwards we heard the bells of our horses, two shots also were fired in the distance, and, tired 
though we were, we made up our minds to walk in to damp, and join our companions ; for, having no 
rugs with us, our n^ht's rest would not have been very comfortable where we were. 

The n^^ht was very dark and we were obliged to proceed with great care, for the long grass hid 
from us many a dangerous gaily. Two miles we toiled on, and several times nearly came to grief in the 
deep ravines, before we reached our Camp on the Behn, where we found our companions, greatly wonder- 
ing as to what had become of us. We were both dreadfally worn out ; our 22 mile walk was quite equal 
to 40 along an ordinaiy road, for the high rank vegetation makes every step difficult. Well covered with 
feed as the country is along the banks of the river, it would be iiaelefu in consequence of this rankness <^ 
growth, unless kept constantly burnt. 
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Poor old Pierre looks Tery bad to-day, and we are now obliged to Btrap him on to his borae to 
keep bim from falling oS. Dower is mocb better. Marked tree ¥ I6S. 

Au^ast 8tb. — Notwithstanding Pierre's pitiable state, I felt bonnd to more on thia moming. I 
walked in advance of tiie party, Eastward, for about a mile to a hill from which Z got a roond of angles. 
The others then joined me, and we bore E Jf".!]. for eight miles, over rongh broken spinifex laoges, till 
we came to a fine grassy flat. Learing this we tamed N.If.E. for three miles farther, passing a^ain 
over rather rough gronnd, till we came to a small creek upon which we camped. One of the horses // 

" Oay-lad " was anddenly taken bad about a mile back from the Gamp ; we had great difficulty in get- 
ting him in, and a few bonrs afterwards be died. In him we lost one of the beat horses we had, one on 
which we conld always depend; he was in very good condition too. Marked tree F 164. latitude of 
Camp, 16° 36' by meridian altitude of Y^o. 

ATignst dtb. — ^We had not travelled more than a mUe this moming when we came to a large river, 
probably Qregory's Stirling Creek. We passed over it at the top of a fine deep pool, at the bottom end of 
which the natives bad mode two dame for catching fish. As both fish and game seemed plentiful, we //^ ' — 

camped here for the day in order to give poor Pierre a little further rest. We were not however very 
soccesaful either with the line or with the gun, but our take included two Cresh'Water turtles, which the 
sick natives greatly enjoyed. 

There is smoke from many native fires to be seen towards the North, and from the numbers of 
old camps scattered about, the blacks must be very numerous in this neighborhood. 

August 10th. — This morning we started early, intending to follow the river down for gome little 
distance, but were prevented from carrying out our intention by the deep ravines which continually 
crossed our course. So we bore iEiJ^.E. for about five miles over very rough and barren oountiy, until 
brought up by an impassable gully. This we were obliged to head, following it up in a Southerly direction / ' 

for three miles, before we wen able to cross it. Turning off to the Eastward, three miles farther brought ' ' 

us to some grassy hills, but finding no water, we veai on again through rou^ and miserable country till 
we came to a splendid running spring, surrounded by giant palms and cajeputs. Here we camped, 
with unfortunately but little grass for our poor tired horses, long cane being the only sort of feed tiiey 
could find. 

Although we travelled irom sunrise to sunset, we only made about twelve miles in a direct line, 
and the country was almost the roughest and most barren which we have seen on our trip. The long 
ride completely kitocked up poor old Pierre. Marked tree F 166. latitude of Camp, 16° 37' by 
meridian ^titude of Arctnrus. 

August 11th. — I walked on in advance of the party this moming to a low hill, from which I 
could see that by skirting along the foot of the dividing range we should escape the rougher country. 
So when the party came up, we set off E.N.E., following a fine grassy plain, lightly wooded with acacias, 
which gave us good travelling ground for three miles ; thence sandstone ridges well covered with grass 
continued for a distance of seven miles further, when we reached the foot of the dividing*range, where 
we camped beside a fine spring of wat«r. ^ ' 

In the afternoon, with Hicks, I climbed the range, but could not see much, for the country round * 

was high and level, and thickly timbered. Dower and Pierre are much worse again to-day. Marked 
tree F 167. latitude of Camp 16° 38' by meridian altitude of Yega. 

August 12th. — ^We crossed the dividing range aooo after starting this moming, and for three 
miles passed through a fine strip of grassy country, completely waUed in by high sandstone 
ridges. This strip was intersected by numerous running and palm-bordered creeks. For two miles 
beyond, we travelled over high table lands, and then i^ain the sandstone ranges opened out, and we 
descended into another flat through whlc^ ran a beautiful brook. .We followed this brook down for 
about two miles before we camped. The distance travelled to-day was altogether about twelve miles in 
a straight line from last nighf s Camp. The whole of the country was high sandstone table laud, 
covered with grasa and spinifex, and thickly wooded with stunted gums and ti-trees. The depressions, 
however, which here and there lay between the sandstone walla of the table lands, were very well grassed, 
and, having been receptly burnt by the natives, looked like vast cornfields. Harked tree F 168. 
latitude of Camp, 16° 32' by meridian altitude of Yega. 

August 13th. — We followed down the brook for another two miles before we left it, bearing th^t 
East for two miles farther through a doise thicket, till we came to the head of a dry creek, which we 
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also tmced down a short way till it joined the brook we had left. We were then completely walled in on 
all sides by high sandstone ranges, and obliged to etict- to the creek, which was flowing in a KJT. 
Easterly direction. Two miles lower down, another large stream came in from the Westward and joined 
the one we were following ; the two formed a large-sized river, which I named the Humbert, after the 
King <^ Italy, a liberal promoter of science. 

We continued our journey for five miles more, and then camped for the day. Only yesterday we 
were at the head of this river ; now it has already swelled out to quite a lai^ size, and I have no doubt 
that it is a tribatorf of the Wichham. The conntiy we passed through to-day was poor and rough, and 
subject also to very heavy floods, the watermarks seen in some places being at least twenty feet above ' ■ 
the ordmary summer level rf the stream. These ragged sandstone ridges are however well covered with 
grass, and answer in every way to the description given by Gr^fory of the Victoria ffiver country. The 
distance travelled from last Camp was about twelve miles. Weather very warm. Dower much better, 
but poor old Pierre still very ilL 

Ai^^st 14th. — We followed down the Humbert this morning for three miles, and then came 
to a gorge, some two miles long, on each side of which the sandstone cliSs fell ahnost perpendicularly 
into the river. The hills then vridened out ^ain, and for six miles we had some fine and well-grassed 
travelling country, He sun was very hot, so, havii^ travelled that distance, we camped for the 
remainder of the day beside a fine pool of water. The grass around was very high, and we could 
scarcely see the horses as they fed. We had not been here long when some natives set the country 
alight all round us ; they did us no dam^e however, as, luckily for us, we had pitched our Oamp in 
the bed rf the river. We saw none of these natives ; having done the deed, they made off as quickly as 
they could. 

Li the afternoon I ascended a high peak in the range opposite our Ounp, and from the top had " . 
an extensive view ahead. To the Eastward clear grassy plains stretehed out as &r as I could see, and in' 
the distance the course of the Wickham and Victoria Bivers, the latter at least twenty-five miles off, was 
plainly traceable. Judging from the number of 'native fires, this coontry seems to have no lack of 
aboriginal inhaUtants. 

I have named this range the Budolph, out of compliment to the Crown Prince of Austria, who is 
a sincere patron and cultivated student of the natural scienoes, into the mysteries of which he was 
initiated by the well known Viramese, Professor von Hochstetter, an accomplished geologist. 

The two natives are both rather better te-day, but my brother unfortunately has had another 
slight attack of sunstroke. The heat this afternoon was almost unbearable. Marked tree F 170. 
Latitude of Camp, 16° 26' l^ meridian altitude of Lyiae V^a. 

August 15th. — ^We got away early this morning, hoping te reach the Victoria before night. 
Seven miles of travel brought us to the Wickham, which we were unable to cross; so we kept down it for 
a short distance, till we came to ite junction with the Humbert, the river we have been following during 
the last few ^ys, and two miles below tliis we camped. The Wickham here is a large river about ten 
chains wide and running stroi^ ; it has broad deep reaches of water extending in some places for several 
miles, the conntiy through which it flows being all well grassed and lightly timbered with acacias and 
gums. Ciant gum trees and palms grow thick along its banks, and make it no ea^ matter to cross. 

Ibis afternoon we were obliged to kill another horse. He was poor and weak, and when dressed 
did not look particularly inviting, but we were bound to kill him, for our daily ration of flour is now i 
reduced to half a pound; our enigar and tea also are nearly finished. We stay here to-morrow to cure ; ^ 
the flesh, which, when prepared, is hard and dry, and very provocative of thirst. We had not tasted 
flesh foi^Bome time, so to-night we made a hearty meal. Afterwards we caught a few fish in a net, which 
we stretched across a narrow stream. The net was not however particularly strong, and the fish broke 
it all to pieces in tiying to force, their way through. Poor old Pierre is still the same, but Dower is 
improving, and my brother feels quite well again. Latitude c^ Camp, 16° 17' by meridian altitude of 
Vega. 

August 16th. — This moming I walked with Campbell for two miles down the Wickham, and 
discovered at last a crossing place for the horses. We then ascended a high sandstone ridge dose by the 
river, from which I could trace the course of the Wickham to ite junction with the Victoria. To the North \^ 
and East the country seemed generally level, with only a few broken ridges in the distance. We I ^ 
returned to Camp at noon, under a veiy warm sun, and found that the party had finished cutting np the ' 
horse, and had it out to dry on ropes, the weather being well suited for the purpose. 
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Angnst 17th. — We fallowed the riTer down this morning till we came to tbe crosBiiig we bad 
found, and then bora awa; E.K.S., but itrnck it again two miles beyond. It then turned to the 
yorthward, and we G<mtinaed on the same course for aix miles, over fine giABsy conntiy, till we met it 
again at a fine deep reach of water, which we skirted till it came to an end ; then we camped. This 
Wickham is a noble rirer, with wide grassy plains on either side. The country is very dear and does not 
seem anbject to heavy floods, the plaiiu being high above the river banks. The Wickham apparently /t i 

trends to the Northward from here, so I shall leave it and strike ont East, as I am anxious to reach tlie 
tel^raph line as quickly as possible. Pierre worse agftin to-day. 

Ibrked a large gam tree A. F. 16th Aug., 79. latitude el Camp, 16° 32' by meridian altitude of 

August 19th. — We got away early this morning, steering EJf.E. throt^h very high grass for five 
miles, wlien we struck the Victoria, which was rmming here in a Ifortherly direction. The wator was too 
deep to enable us to cross, so we traced the river upwards for a oouple of miles, hoping to find a ford. 
We were stopped, however, t^ the Wickham at its junction with the Tietorio, and obliged to retrace our 
steps. A mile above the place where we first strock the river we made an attempt to get over, and after 
a great deal of trouble we suooeeded in crossiDg the main body of the stream. The water was five feet 
deep, so we swam our horses, and carried the packs across on oar backs. Palm trees, bamboo, dnd cane 
are very thick upon tbe river's banks ; tlte high grass also and deep gullies make it very difficult to get 
down to the water's edge. 

The bed of this great river has numerous ohannels and is thickly covered with palms, cajeput, 
bamboo, etc We had not as yet reached the opposite side, and in the afternoon Hicks and I went te see 
where we could most easily reach the bank. We soon discovered a very fair passage, and, returning to 
Camp, found that the party had finished getting the b^g^e across quite safely. A large snake, 10 feet 
long, was killed in the afternoon, which most of as managed to cat. To me it did not seem tempting, . * 
stUl when one is very hungry, the quantity of the food one gete is of far more importance than the 
quality. Marked tree F 174. 

August 19th. — I did not consider it^necessary to trace the coarse of the Victoria, as it had been 
previously explored by Mr. Qregory ; so we bore away from the river this morning on an E.N, Easterly 
course, across dry swampy lands at first, covered with tall grass and reeds, then over fair gr&ssy country, 
to a fine creek of water, which we followed up for a short distance before we camped, having travelled 
about eleven miles altogether. The horses were very tared, having fared badly last night in the bed of 
the river where the feed was very scarce. The country travelled over to-day is low, and no doubt most 
of it is under water during the wet season. latitude of Camp, 16° 18' by meridian altitude Lyrae Vega. 

August 20th. — We steered this morning E.If.E. through a splendid country, rocky and undulating, 
which for twelve miles maintained the same character. The flate were most luxuriantly grassed, and the 
low ranges also well covered with feed. Our Camp is on a beautiful permanently-nmning stream of 
fresh water, and many such were crossed durixig the day. linked tree F 176. latitude 16" 15' by 
Lyiae Vega. 

August Slst. — Travelled fourteen miles to-day through fine country, in some parts rocky and 
ondulating, in others level. To the Eastward and Southvrard, also, were %htly-tinibered plains. 
Permanent springs were numeroos. Pierre is no better, and to-night Carey complains of an attack of 
scurvy. We have only flour enough left to last us ten days, and I am anzioos to push through as 
quickly as I can to reach the telegraph line, which I calculate cannot now be more than 100 miles off. 
Of this, however, I am not sure, as I have no chart on which the line is laid down. Marked tree F 177. 

August 23Qd. — Two miles from Camp in an EJN. Easterly direction we came to a fine running 
creek. It was, however, too early to camp, so we continued our journey in the same direction over a 
splendid grassy country, level, and lightly timbered with acacia. We travelled on for twelve miles ^ 
without coming to any more water. The creeks we crossed were perfectly dry, so we changed our course 
to liorth ; but four miles in this direction brought us no bettor luck, so I decided not to take the party > 

any farther on, and they camped where we were. Campbell and I then started off in search of water, 
but although we hunted about for some time we failed to find what we sought. 

Sending Campbell back to the party with instmctions that they should pack up and return to the 
last dry creek we had crossed during the afternoon, I rode off myself to some low hills towards the North. 
Amongst these hills I searched tiU dark, and then the question was how to get back through a bla^k 
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cloudy nigbt to where tiie party -was camped. I rode on till abont 11 o'clock without finding them, and 
then got off my wearied hone, intending to lie down nntil daylight. I listened £rst, howerer, for a 
minate, to tt; if I could hear the hells, and to my glad surpriiie I ditoorered that the Camp was only abont 
half a mile away. When I gotin, I found that the party had returned on thwinckefcv about three miles, 
when night coming on, and seeing no sign of me, they decided upon camping. I felt very thankfnl to 
have found them, but we had not a drop of water with us. We carried scarcely any, having been so 
accustomed for the last six m<Hiths to find it nearly ereiy mile. We felt the thirst also all the more 
from having nothing but jerked horse-fieah to eat, which ie so hard and dry that a few hours after eating 
it one's mouth becomes completely pardied up. We travelled to-day about twenty miles, anA my mare 
must have done at least forty. It is my brother John's birthday, and we certainly had hoped for better 
luck. 

August 23rd. — ^We brought in the horses at four o'clock this nwminig, and made a start for the 
last water we had seen yesterday morning. We followed down the gully on which we were camped till 
it joined another dry creek crossed yesterday ; finding no water, however, we pushed stra^iht back (m a 
South-westerly course, till, at II o'clock, we reached the running stream. With the exception of the sick 
men, we all vralked the whole of this distance — about 15 miles — and I can ssfely say that none of us ever 
felt BO thirsty and parched up before. The party were all in very good qiirits, considering it was the ' - 
first time daring the journey that we h^ been pressed for water. On the way we were obliged to 
abandon a horse belonging to Messrs. Grant and Anderson ; he was so very weak that we thought it best 
to leave him to take his duuce. Hicks shot a fine large turkey, weighing 12 pounds, which was a great 
treat to all of us. 

August 24th. — ^At daylight this morning Campbell and I started off in search of wat«r. We 
followed up the stream on which we were camped for five miles, finding water in several places. Thence 
we bore N.E. to a high sandstone hill, about 4 miles distant, and after climbing to the top, obtained an 
extensive view in every direction. To the Eastward and Southward the country was very level, not a 
single rise to be seen ; but to the Northward, sereral small ranges appeared in the distance. In a North- 
easterly direction was a hue of green trees, and for these green trees we made, and found a di; creek 
which we followed up for a mile, finding a small quantity of water by digging in the sand. We rode on 
up to its head, but were unsuooesBful in iiniling any more water. We then retraced our steps and 
travelling down the creek for some five miles, we came to a fine pool of wator, about seven miles in a 
direct line EJf .£. from the Camp. We then returned to the Gamp, where we found all well 

To-morrow I intend to move the party to this watorhole, and then try ^ain to the Northward. 
East it is useless to go, as the countiy is all perfectly level and the creeks all dry. If it would only raia 
for a few hours, we might reach the Overland Telegraph Line in two or three days with ease ; it 
seems hard lines having such a waterless countiy to explore, just at the end fd. our joum^, uid in our 
reduced condition. 

We have only eight horses left, and SOBa. of flour, while of tea and sugar there is hafdly any left. 
What we are going to live upon goodness only knows, unless we soon reach the line and a telegraph 
station. To-morrow I intend to kill another horse, so as to save the flour as much as possible. 

August 25th. — ^We removed this morning to the water found yesterday, and, after unpacking, we 
kOled one of the Government horses, having hiin cut up and hung out to diy within a couple of hours 
afterwards. We had kept a littie of the meat fresh, and for some time after butchering operations were 
completed, we were busily employed roasting horse steaks upon the coals. They were dry, but fax from 
bad, — in fiwt, we are all developing rather a weakness for this kind of meat. 

In the afternoon I started out again with Campbell to look for water, and found a small water- 
hole just before dark, about five miles from our Gamp. Here we stopped for the night. Befora leaving 
^ Camp, I had directed Mr. HiU to follow the creek np to its head, on the 27th, and there await my return, 
for the ground now is so hard that it ie impossible to track the horses. I left orders also that one pack* 
saddle, one riding-saddle, and a number of other miaoellaneons articUe not required for further use, should 
be buried. HI provided as we are now with horses we are bound to rid ourselves of all unnecessary 
gear. 

Ai^inst 26th. — Campbell and I started before daylight this morning, and steered genemUy in a 
North-easterly direction for abont four miles, passing over rough lulls and through deep waterless gullies. . 
Then came a high flat country for eight miles farther, and finally, at the head of a low credc, we found a 
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Htnall pool (^ water. Here we took our raddles off, and stayed for a conple of hours, ifaooting a few cocki^ 
tooB for our dinner. At noon we again started, and followed up the flat, which had been recently burnt 
hj the natives. After riding a mile, we found a small hole of watra', and three miles farther, another. 
Here we saw cattle tracks only a few days old, which cheered us up a good deal, as the cattle must have 
come from the Overland Telegraph Line. Two or three miles beyond, again, we came to a splendid pool 
of water ; and as the fiat we had been following appeared to be more defined^ we decided to return and 
bring the party up. Camped at the little pool where we had dinner. 

August 2?th. — This morning Campbell and I started bade, keeping a little to the South of our 
outward tracks. In a deep gully we found a splendid spring of numing water, about six miles distant 
from our last night's Camp, and four miles farther we met the party following ap onr tracks. Bo we 
turned round and again bore NJ!. We travelled, however, for ten miles without coming to the 
right place, and I deemed it more prudent to stop the party and aend Campbell to have a search 
for our tracks. He returned without finding than ; so, as we were dose to a dry clay creek, I went off 
myself with him to look for the pool, and found it after some little trouble. What was our surprise 
when we returned to the party, to find them comfortably camped beside a water pan lower down the flat 
upon which we had left them I It may seem strange that we should have been unable to go straight to 
the spot where we slept only the night before, but the country is very level and thickly wooded, and we 
went tiavelling along without thinVing it possible to miss the pool, Latitude of Camp, 15° 56' 80* by 
meridian altitude of V^a. 

August 28th. — Steering North for four miles, after an early start, we reached the creek and 
followed it down for a conple of miles to a fine pool of water. Our horses were fagged from yesterday's 
l(mg march, and the creek apparently was about to tarn Westward, so we camped there for the day. At 
noon my brother and I started down to see in which direction the creek ran. We followed it ten miles 
. in a If -N. Westerly direction, but found no more water in it, and, as it seemed to be trending still &rther 
to i3i0 Westward, we decided to return, and reached Camp a little after sondown. The country over 
which we passed was all well grassed and lightly timbered, except in a few places where there were 
thickets. During our absence the party had not been idle, but had caught a fine supply of fish out of 
the pool, besides shooting pigeons and cockatoo. 

Latitude 15° 50' SO", and Longitude about 132°. 

August 29th. — Taking a pack horse, carrying ten gallon* of water and Slbs. of flour, I again 
started to look for water, accompanied this time by Hessrs. Hill, Campbell, and Hicks. We steered due 
East for twenty miles over a flat country, &irly grassed, and thickly wooded, and halted ttb noon in a 
vraterlesB spot. I then instructed Mr. Hill to return with Campbell to tlie Camp, and wait there till the 
10th September. If by that time I did not turn up, he was to use his beat endeavour to find water, and 
tlien push through to the telegraph line ; and if rations ran short I directed him to kill another horse. 
I told them, however, that I should probably return in five days ; it was my intention to make for the line 
with Hicks as quickly as possible, and I hoped to reach it in two days, and then, if powdble, to return and 
take the whole party through. 

After wishing Hill and Campbell good-bye, Hicks and I agam bora East, and seven miles farther 
on came to a clay flat, on which we found a small pool of water convenient for our night's camp. The 
whole twenty-seven nules that we have travelled to-day vras one vast level plain, fairly grassed, and 
thickly wooded vrith gums, acacia, and scrub. We came across numerous dry swamps, and native fires 
we saw both to the North and South of our track ; here also, at our camping place, natives have been 
quito recently. 

August 30th. — We started again before sunrise, still steerii^ due East After travelling twenty 
miles without a change in the character of the country, and without a sign of water, we halted, very tired 
by our long ride. An hour's rest and we a^ain saddled up, following the same course until sundown, 
which came upon us when about fourteen miles from our mid-day halting place ; and, as both our horses 
aud ourselves were very much fagged, we camped where we were, without water. 

For eighty miles now, we have been travelling over oonutry of the same description, all well- 
grasaed, and the horizon as level as the sea. Here and there are a few clay swamps which no doubt hold 
vrater in the winter time, but to-day we have neither seen a drop of water, nor any place that would he 
likely to hold it for long, and a few small birds have been the only sign of life. But I have made up my 
mind to push to the line at all risk — it cannot possibly be more than forty or fifty miles from here — 



;?:-- 



DigJIJzed by VjOOQ IC 



S4 
to tetnm now would be oaelesB, &s we Bhonld b« stdll in the eame fix. The party have little or no 
rations left, and our only clianoe u to go on, and bring tbem back a snpply. 

After resting for two bours we went on again, still steering East, by the stars, through a cold 
clear night. After travelling twelve miles we both felt very tired and sleepy, and the cold was far from 
pleasant ; our horses also began to get very weaiy. Bo we unsaddled and hobbled out the nags, and the 
heavy dew that was &lling was a great relief to the poor tired brutes. We soon had a blaiiing fire made, 
and, lying down beside it, were fast asleep in no time, and did not wa^ till nearly daylight. 

August Slst. — ^An hour before daylight we continued our jonmey, steering East for li milea 
before we rested. The country was cdmilar to that through which we passed yesterday, and had been 
recently burnt by the natives. During the mid-day halt we walked about for soma time, searching for 
water is the diy clay swamps, but were obliged to return unsuccessful to where we had left our horses. 
Here we billed a l&ige snake, and made oS it a miserable meal, thinking that it would relieve our thirst — 
it made us, however, a great deal worse than we were before. 

We had only two quarts of water left, and we both decided not to touch this until reduced to the 
last extremity, as we knew not how far we might have to go before coming to water. 

At one o'clock we were in the saddle again, and continued on the same course over level grassy 
country until sundown, when we gave our horses a short rest. They were very tired, and did not seem 
able to keep up, in the state they were, for very much longer. As for ourselveB, we were so thirsty that 
we could scarcely speak, We shot a hawk and cut his throat in order to drink the blood, but it. did sot 
seem to do us any good. What would we not have given for a drink of water I ITo one can have an 
idea of what thirst really is unless he has experienced it in tropical heat. When I left the Gamp I did 
not suppose that the telegraph line was any more than a hundred milea off, and as we have now 
travelled that distance we cannot possibly be very tas from^it. But we have no chart of the line, imd it 
is impossible to say exactly how far we may have to go— we must hope for the best, we are in God's 
hands, who has guided us safely so far. To go back would be impossible, but, unless on cur onward 
journey we reach water by this time to-morrow, we shall probably go to swell the list of those who have 
perished of thirst in the bush. •••••• After eating our hawk we saddled up 

again, and steered E.N.E. for two miles, when we reached & dry creek trending N.W. We thought there 
might be water in it lower down, so we followed it for a mile or two until the borse I was riding knocked 
up and, lying down in the bed of the creek, compelled us to halt. 80 we took the saddles off and tried 
to get some sleep, bat with so much on our minds this was quito impossible. The two horses were lyii^ 
beside us, looking as though they had stretched themselves out to die. I' then told Hicks that we would 
leave the creek at once and steer East again, when I7 travelling all night we should probably reodi the 
line before moming. It would be necessary for us to walk, with our horses in their present state, and I 
knew that we shoold never be able to do so daring the heat of the day, for even when riding oar tongnes 
became so dry and parched that it was almost unendurable. At half -past ten we set off, Hicks leading 
ny horse, and I following up on foot. We had scarcely travelled a mile when Hicks suddenly shouted 
out that the telegtaph line was ahead. I could hardly believe the evidence of my own eyes, and 
forgetting our thirst, out through the night rang our cheers I Wh^i the first tumult of onr joy was 
over, we sent up a short prayer of thanksgiving to the Almighty for His merdet during oui long 
journey, and for guiding us safely in our great distress. 

The sight of the telegraph line seemed to make a new man of me. I did not feel half so fatigued 
or so thirsty as I had done just before ; and when I reviewed our long march and thought of all the 
difficulties we have had to encoonter, the shortness of provisions, the great amount of sickness, the loss 
of horses, and finally the want of water, I could not but feel grateful to Divine Providence for the 
protection extended to us. Had Hicks and I not reached the line safely, the whole of our party must 
probably have perished of starvation. The feeling of relief to me was very real, and a great weight was 
taken off my mind. 

After a short rest we followed the line up Northwards, and coming before long to a well-beaten 
track, the horses seemed to be inspired with new life. Three milee of march brought us to an iron tank 
full of water, with a clay pool, also full, close beside it. I thought onr poor horses would never have 
stopped drinking, and they kept continually coming back to the water during the night. We also drank 
nearly a gallon-a-piece. Our supper consisted of a small bit (d damper, with an owl which ve had shot, 
for rdish : but we soon felt quite happy, and began to talk of our friends at home, and to wonder what 
news we should hear when we reached a telegraph station. The country we have passed through from 
the Depfit Camp to the Overland Telegraph Line — a distance of somewhat more than 100 miles — is well 
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gmssecl, rerj Wei, and thicllj corered with Tariom kindii of gam and acacia treee. Dry swamps also 
are numerous, wbich DO doabt in the nun; season are well gapplied with water. I tnut we may soon 
roach a station, for tiie mtiona we left with the party will all be oonsomed by tbe Iftth, and nnlesi ire 
return by that time, it is a sonroe of grave anzietj to think what may possibly occur. 

September 1st. — We shot a couple of hawks for breakfast — our only food, for our stock of flour is 
entirely consumed, and at noon we saddled up, and traTollad along the telegraph line in a If, Westerly 
direction for 20 miles, when we came to some clay holes full of water, and- camped for the night. The 
country was furly grassed, and similar to thkt through which we have been travelling of late ; several 
small water holes were passed, which no doubt in another month will all have dried up. N^atire fires 
were very numerous all round. 

The line, so far, seems to be very sabHtantially pat up. The poles are mostly of iron, with a few 
wooden ones occasionally intervening, but I believe it is the intention of the South Austialian Cbvem- 
ment to have iron poles snbstitatej throughout, in the course of a few years. The ground is well cleared 
for a distance d half a chain on eaich side of the line. 

September 2nd. — We made an early start this morning and travelled till noon, when we reached a 
sm^ pool of water, at which we rested for a couple of hours, and finished the last remnants of the stores 
we had brought with ua, including our little supply of tobacco. I>uring the afternoon, while again on 
the mardi, Hicks shot a fine turkey, and soon afterwards a small kangaroo. After travelling about 10 
miles we came to another iron tank full of water. Here a piece of paper was stuck up, bearing the 
announcement : " Plenty of water down the creek — one mile. G«o. Cooper." 

We followed the creek down and found the water, and as it was jnst getting dusk, and both our 
horses and ourselves were very tired, we camped for the night, and made a very good supper on the 
tnrk^ shot during the afternoon. 

September 3rd. — After journeying about 20 miles along the line this morning, we came to a fine 
pool of water. Here we stopped for a couple of hours and shot four ducks. In the afternoon another 
fine pool was pastted, but it was too early to camp, so we went on till, a little after dark, we reached a fine 
running brook, a bianch of the Boper river. This Boper river runs very strong, and I am given to 
understand is the same all the year round. Tbia is the first permanent water we have seen since we 
came upon the line. I tnut we may reach a station to-morrow, as our ammunition has nearer nm out, 
and our horses are very tired and cannot possibly go on like this much &rther, the fast travelling having 
told seriously upon them in their weakened state. 

September 4th. — One of our horses could not be found this morning, although we hunted about 
for nearly two hours. Luckily we came across a stray horse which we easily secured, enA, as we should 
be obliged to return by the same route, we took no further trouble in regard to our own. Following np 
the Boper creek for about six miles, we found another stray horse, which we hkevise caught and rode, 
driving our own before us. We continued on the creek for another six miles farther, and then, as it had 
become veiy warm, baited under a shady tree beside a pool of water, intending to dine off the kangaroo 
which we had shot two days before. After unsaddling I told Hicks to make a fire, but, to my dismay, 
foond that the few matches we had left were all spoilt. Our ammunition consisted only oi three 
cartridges, but I determined at all risk to use them. All our endeavors however to strike a light were 
nnsnccessful. Our breakfast in the morning had been meagre in the extreme ; we were botii noessively 
hungry, and here was a pretty fix I Kothing to eat except some raw kangaroo and no ammunition for 
our guns ! We tried to eat the kangaroo as it was, but this we found quite impossible ; so, as it was 
manifestly useless to remain any longer, we saddled up and continued our journey along the line. After 
travelling a few miles, our old horse knocked up, go we left him beside a small pool of water, and five mileB 
beyond, to onr delight, we saw a lo^ mob of horses, and dose in front of us the gleaming white t«nte of 
a party of Europeans. 

At first we thought it might be a telegraph station, but in this we were mistaken. It proved to 
be a repairing party under Mr. Woods, who soon igiade us welcome, and treated us with every kindness 
We bad food and a change of raiment, and felt as if we hod never been on a journey at alL I found 
from Mr. Woods that the Eatherine Station was still 50 miles distant, bnt he kindly offered to lend me 
four horses, and rations enough to return and bring np the party. We intend to remain here to-morrow 
and start back again next day. 
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l^ere was veiy little news to tell ub, as no mail had been received for ten week^. In eome old 
papers, however, I saw a few items of intelligence from Western Anstralia, notably an aoconnt ot the 
commenoement of the Fremaotle and Guildford Bailway. Mj anival, it appears, had been looted for, 
for some time back. 

September 5th. — I wrote telegrams to-daj to the Surveyor Gleneial, Pert}), to the Qoremor of 
Soath An,stralia, Baron von Mueller, and private friends, which Mr. Wooda promises to forward to-morrow 
to the station. We then packed up our lations for the road, so that we might get awaj early in the 



September 6th. — At nine this morning, having said good-bje to our kind friends, we started on 
our return journey down the line, with four good horses and a plentiful supply of rations. Neai eaa- 
ttovm we reached our Camp of the 3rd, and here we made a search for the horse we had left behind. 
We had not far to seek — we found hin) lying drowned in the a^eek. He had apparently been down in 
the night to get another drink, and in TFiftTpng his way through th() palms, had fallen into the deep 
water of the pool. He was a noble horse, one of the beat of our mob, and belonged to my friend Mr. 
Mc£enzie, of the Mill Stream station. His labours are over now, poor fellow, and I can only regret that 
Buch a fine animal, which has done us such good service throughout our long journey from the IteQrey, 
sbonld have met with such a miserable end. He was a great favorite with us all, and could always be 
depended upon. 

September 7th. — Last night after supper, as Hicks and I were having a quiet smoke and chat, the 
night being very dark and our fire nearly out, we heard something moving and coming towards us j the 
noise kept increasing, until suddenly a shrill whistle sounded dose beside us ! We were on our feet in a 
moment, and saw an enormous snake approaching, ten feet long, and very thick. As soon as it noticed us, 
it moved towards us, and, our guns being handy. Hicks took one up and shot the great brute in the back. 
We then gave him a good roasting on the fire, so as to make sure that he oould not trouble us again. It 
gave us both a considerable turn, and it was some time after this adventure before we could get to sleep. 

At early dawn we got np and continued our journey, resting at noon for a couple of hours, and 
just after snndown reached our Camp of the 2nd, where we stopped for the night, havii^ travelled about 
80 miles. 

September 8th. — Followed the line down to-day until noon. From here I intend to leave it, and 
make straight for the party. We are about 40 miles N.W. from where we struck the line on the Slat 
August, and consequently some miles nearer to our destination. Just after we had camped, seven 
waggons from the Daly Waters Station, belonging to Messrs. Oooper and Oxinter, put in an appearance. 
The latter is a contractor for carting supplies tzom Southport to the inland stations. They were both 
very kind to us, and from them I bought some lations'which I buried here, in case we should run short 
on our retum. They also told me that our party had been anxiously looked for at Port Darwin for some 
time back, ^ey had seen the account of our arrival at Beagle Bay in the papers. 

September 9th. — At three this morning we bade our friends good-bye, and made tracks for the 
Dep6t Camp, steering W.S.W. At daylight we came to a large clay swamp ; but although it was so 
bo^y that the horses could not cross it, we were unable to find any water.' I felt certain, however, that 
water was not far distant, as we saw fresh tracks of emu, and flocks of cockatoo were flying about ; so 
as it vras still early and our horses were not veij thirsty, I decided that after break&st we would push 
on. We continued steering W.S.W. all day, through a level, grassy, waterless country, lightly timbered 
with gums and stringy bark, and by sundown had travelled about forty miles. We felt very tired, as we 
had not slept at all the night before. To-morrow I tmst we shall reacli the Camp, and find our party 
there. I am b^inning to be very anxious, as it is now twelve days since we left them, and several of 
them were far from well. 

September 10th. — At two o'clock this morning we saddled up j our horses being very thirsty, had 
not wandered far. Our course was the same, and still over level country &irly grassed. After riding 
about fifteen miles we reached a clay flat which we had crossed on the 29th, at a spot about three miles 
South of where we struck it to-day. Following it up a short distance, we found a nice pool, and as our 
horses were very tired we camped. The poor brutes drank a fearful lot, although they had not been ' 
more than 35 hours without wator, and had only travelled B<Hne 56 miles. The Depdt Camp must be 
about tweniy-five miles from here. The country has been recently burnt by the natives and feed is 
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September llth. — Starting at fire o'clock this morning we steered West for fourteen milea, vhen 
we struck oar outward tracka, whicb we then followed for six miles farther before halting for our mid- 
day meaL Saddling np again, we went <m for a couple of mika, and to our astonishment suddenly came 
upon tlie whole of our party travelling towards us ! The moment they caught sight of us they began 
wildly cheering, firing off their rerolTers, and making the forest resound with their joyous and delighted 
welcome. I was of course anxious to know what had induced them to leave, as my instructions were 
that they should first search for water before making a move with the whole party. Expluiations soon 
followed, Mr. TTill reporting that he had waited until the 10th, according to my instructions, and had 
then decided to make an attempt at following up our tracks to the telegraph line, leaving a note to that 
effect at the Oamp. I could not but feel how fortunate it was that we had met them, for, with tlt^ir 
limited resonrces it would have been almost impossible for any of them to have reached their destination, 
more especially considering that four of the party were in anything but robust health. 

As we were all safe together again, I did not care to say much in the way of reproof for what was 
certainly a great want of judgment ; hut I could not help thinking of the fate of pcKir Burke and Wills 
1^0 perished through an ill-advised movement of the same kind. The monument in Collins Street, 
Melbourne, to the two gallant explorers, would never have been erected had their pu^y remained where 
they were only one day longer I 

As it was twenty miles to the water behind us, and only five to the DepAt, we all went there, and 
reached the old Camp about four o'clock. I felt heartily glad to see my old companions again, and our 
meeting had put them also into excellent spirits. They had been in some anxiety, and unable to account 
for our long delay, as it naturally would not occur to them that we should have 400 milea to travel 
during the 14 days of our absence. They had seen no natives during the whole of this time; plenty of 
fiah had been ca^^;ht, and turkeys, cockatoos, and pigeons in abnndanoe, repl^ushed their larder. 

Hicks and I both felt very tired after our long journey. Of Hicks' c<mdnct during this trying 
forced march, I cannot speak too highly. To-morrow we all start for the Eatherine Station. Marked a 
tree T 197, llth Sept., 79. lAtitude of Camp, 15° BO' 30". 

September 12th. — We all started away from the I>ep6t Camp to-day, and reached the clay fiat 
pool, where we stopped on the 10th. 

September 13th. — Setting off early this morning, we steered East-north-east through fine grassy 
country, and travelled thirty-two miles before sundown. Ko water to be seen. We hobbled the horses 
very short to prevent them from straying, gave a little of the water we carried with us to the weaker ones, 
and arranged that a regular watch should be kept over them during the night. We all felt very tired, 
as we were obliged to do a good deal of walking by turns. 

September llth, Sunday. — Starting bj sunrise, we went E.!N'.E. for eight miles, and found some 
water in a boggy swamp ; gave our horsea a drink, and continued our journey some 15 miles farther, 
when we came to the Overland Tel^raph Line ; and, the party having given me three cheers in recogni- 
tion of my safe guidance, we followed up the line tiU we came to our Camp of the 8th. Here we found the 
rations which we had buried and left, and a bottle of brandy, which all greatly enjoyed after having been 
total abstainers for more than six months. 

September 15th. — The horses were tired, so we did not start until noon. At sundown reached 
" No. 2 Tank," some water out of whidi we were obliged to use, as there was no natural store. 

September 16th. — Travelled 18 miles to-day to " No. 1 Tank," where I found a note from tib. 
Chrnter, tolling me how far he had proceeded on his jonmey since he left this on the 8th. 

September 17th. — Fourteen miles from last night's Camp we came to the Roper Biver, and follow- 
ii^ it up for four miles, camped beaide a pool known as " Abraham's Billa Bong." The sky just before 
dusk became clouded with myriads of large bats. Their camp seemed to be here, for they annoyed us 
all night by the noise they continuously kept up. These bats are said to be good eating, but now that we 
have plenty of rations we don't care for bush food, of which we have been compelled to eat enough lately 
to last us for some time, 

September 18th. — Starting soon after midn^ht this morning, by sunrise we reached Mr. Woods' 
camp, bat found that since our former visit he had moved higher up. He had, however, very kindly 
buried some rations for ns. Here we rested till noon, then again saddled up, and, 16 miles &xther on, 
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readied tlie King Kver, a fine nmning Btream and a tribntaiy of the Dal;. The coiuiti7 we passed 
through was fairly grassed, and lightly timbered. 

September 19th. — This moming we cahie, a few hoim after starting, upon Mr. Woods* party, and 
ICessrs. Qnnter and Cooper's tfisjna, all camped together. We stayed with them for about an hour, and 
then continued oar journey, Mr. Woods accompanying us. Fourteen miles brought us to another 
running stream, but the Siitherine Station not being far distant, we went on, and reached it about 
4 o'clock. 

Here lb. and Mrs. Hurray, who were in chai^, reo«Ted us with the greatest kindness, and 
extended tlieir hoepitalitj to the whole of my party. It was a pleasure to leceiTO telegrams, congratulate 
ing me on my sucoess, from the Goreniors of South and of Western Australia, from Baron nm Mueller, 
from the editors of the Segider, Aditmiiter, and Wtutwn AttttrdHaM Times, as well as from a large number 
of private friends. Mr. Todd also, Postmaster Qenerat of South Australia, kindly gave me the free use 
of the line to communicate with my Govemment. 

We all weighed this evening, and find that none of ,ub have lost more than a few pounds. I weigh 
just SOlbs. leas than when I started in February last 

September SOth. — Seated at the Eatherine to-day, writing telegrams. A messi^ came from 
Mr. Todd, offering to furnish me with horses and provisions to take me on to Fort Darwin. Telegraphed 
back tTia-nVing him, and accepting his ofEer. 

Sept^nber 2l8t, Sunday. — Mr. Woods, from Dr. Brown'e station, came over to-day to see ua, 
and asked us to stay a few days with him. 

September 22nd. — My birthday. It is very pleasant to find myself in such oomfortable quarters. 
Our own horses being very weak, and Mr. Todd having promised fresh ones for prosecuting our journey, 
I sold the former to-day, together with the pack saddles, for which we had no further use. 

September 23rd. — This moming Mr. Murray drove me down to Dr. Brown's station on the 
Katherine river, to visit the managers, Mr, Woods and Ifr. Giles, who treated me with great kindness and 
hospitality. I hear that this is the only sheep station in the Korthem Territory. It has not prospered 
very well as yet, the aeason having been a very dry one. Still the manners hope it will erentoally 
succeed. Horaes and cattle thrive wonderfully, and to them no doubt the cUmato is better suited than 
to sheep. We ratumed to the stati<m in the evening. 

September 24th. — Bested at the Eatherine Station. 

September 2£th. — ^At two o'clock this afternoon I started the party ofF, en route for Southport, 
with instructions to camp ten miles on. 

September 26th. — Bidding good-bye to our kind friends, we left the Katherine Station this 
moniing, and followed t^ line up for twenty-eight miles, when we reai^ed the Edith river, upon which 
we found the party camped. The oountiy was fairly grassed, bnt in some places rather rough. Mr. 
Cooper's team come up in the aftomoon and camped beside us. 

September 27th. — I sent Hicka bock to the Eatberine this moming, to fetch some important 
papers which I had left bdiind. The rest of us went on, and travelled twenty-four miles farther to the 
Callan river. The heat during the day was very intense, but there were some showers in the afternoon, 
and to-night it is cloudy and threatening. We passed 4,000 aheep belonging to Dr. Brown, and travelling 
ITorth, also several of Mr. Gunter's waggona 

September 28th, Sunday. — A twelve-mile stage this moming brought us to I^ne Creek, a town- 
aito consisting of a police station, telegraph station, hotel, and a few other small buildings. There 
aro a large number of Chinamen here engaged in alluvial and quarts gold mining, and I am told that 
last year this industry was prosecuted with very great success. Mr. McOhire, the tol^raph mans^r, 
was kind enough to make me his guest whilst here. 

September 29th. — I started the party on ahead to-day, while I remained behind for a short time, 
to visit the Union Gold Mines. Mr. Adam John kindly showed me the quartz crushing machine at 
woric, gave me some specimems, and took me all through the reefs. I left in the afternoon and followed 
a horse path across to the granite crossing, where I found the party had arrived safely early in the 
afternoon. 
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September SOth. — ContisTied our joumef up the line, but, aix miles from the gianite croeaiiig, we 
found a patch of feed bo good iha,t we were tempt«d to stop there for the remainder of the day, and htm 
Hiaka, who had been Bent back to the Eatherine, caught as up. 

October Ist. — ^TiaTeOing twelve miles this morning we oame to Tarn Creek, another am all 
township much like the laat, with gold mines close aroond, and here we had the pleasore of meetii^ lb. 
Ejiight, the Gkild Warden, Mr. Inspector Foulcher, of the Police, and Mr. Lucas, of the Tel^raph 
Departments. We also receired a namber of letters from WestOTn Australia, the first Uiat had reached 
us since January last. In the afternoon we went on for about ten miles farther, and camped at some 
Billa Bongs, with very good grass countrj around us. 

October Snd. — On f^aiu to-day for eereiiteeu miles to some cla; holes, beside which we camped. 
We keep meeting numbers of Chinamen on their way to the gold mines. They carry heavy weights, 
often as much as lOOlbs., and travel at the rate of twenty miles a day. It is really wonderful how they 
man^o to do it in this heat. 

October Srd. — ^Twenty miles, throng the best country we had seen once reaching tlie line, brought 
us to the Adelaide fidver, which runs with a full stream, I am told, all the year round. 

October 4th. — At Bum Jargle Bpring to-day we found a fairly good roadside inn, and by far the 
beat stopping place on the road. The host uid hostess, who were very kind, have a splendid gardeo^ 
and we greatly enjoyed the vegetables, after being so long deprived of any luxuries of the kind. 

October fith. — ^We reached Tumbling Waters to-day, only tour miles from our journey's end. 
There is veiy poor feed for the horses, and the country is wretehed. To-morrow we hope to arriTe at 
8ou12tport. 

October 6th. — ^We reached the township of Southport early to-day, and delivered over the 
Government hordes and equipment which we had borrowed, to Mr. Machell, of the Telegraph 
Department. From here we go by steamer to Palmerston. Mr. and Mrs. Machell kindly gave ma 
hospitality, and my party were lodged at Byau's hoteL This Southport is the chief outlet for the 
gold fields. All the goods used on these fields and at the telegraph stations, are brought here by small 
steamers from Palmerston, and vessels of 200 t<ms burden can unload at the jetty. The sitnatiob is very 
good, and Southport must, in course of time, become a place of some importance, but afl yet it is 
only in its in&ocy. The chief buildings are a telegraph station — a veiy handsome structure — and a few 
good stores. The hotels are small, and have very poor accommodation. The Chinamen— td whom there 
are about 4,000 in the Northern Territory, while tbere are only 300 Europeans — have one part of the 
town all to themselves, and very good stores of thdr own. They are no doubt a very industrious race. 
They make splendid cooks, and are tbe only posuble labor for a tropical country like this. Tor our new 
Korth country they would be very suitable. 

October 7th. — We left Southport for Palmerston this monung, at nine o'clock, in one of the river 
steamers. The stream was only three chains wide at the jetty, and the banks were covered with 
mangroves. As you keep rounding the different points, the river widens and becomes very interesting ; 
the banks are low, but the trees look beautifully green and grow right down to the water's edge. 

After steaming for about twenty-four miles we suddenly rounded a small promontory, and had 
before us a magnificent view of Palmerston, lying about four miles away. A lai^ steamer, the 
Tamboora, was in the ofBug, having arrived the day before from Adelaide. Mr. Skelton, chairman of 
the district council, and a number of other gentlemen met ua at the jetty with an address of welcome, for 
which I briefly returned thanks. We then went straight off to Parker's hotel, where accommodation for 
the party was secured, whilst I gladly accepted an offer from the officers ^ tlie British and Australian 
Tel^raph Company to take up my quarters with them. 

Palmereton, the capital of the Northern Territory, is built on a high fiat point, and commands a 
fine view of the Bay. The anchor^e is particularly good, and almost land-locked. The town contains 
130 Europeans and a large fluctuating Chinese population. The buildings are good, some of them even 
grand, noticeably Government House, and the offices of the Police, Lands, Sheriff's, Qaol, and Telegraph 
Departments. There are also some 'good stores and private dwellings. The hotels are certainly worse 
than might have been expected; they have no pretension whatever to comfort. They furnish you, 
however, vrith good meals. The land near the towti is poor, and thickly wooded with stringy bark, but 
the Government are expending considerable sums up<m experimental gardens, which it is to be hoped 
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may succeed. The only frnita grown atf yet are pineappleB, bananas, melona, and soroe few other tropical 
prodncta. The rainhll last year I am told was 90 incheB, and it is nerer leu than 70. I sent off & 
telegram to-day reporting to the Honorable the Sorreyor Q«neial my safe azriral at my joamey's ^nd. 

October 6th. — Mr. McMinn, of the Lands Department, Itindly gare me permission to woric np my 
plana in his office. 

October Sth-14th.^BeBted in Palmerston, employed most of the time in preparing charts of my 
track. On the 12th I paid a visit to Mr. and Mrs. Machell at Southport, and returned next day to be 
present at a Inncheun gtren to myself and party in Barkly's rooms by the inhabitants of the town. 

October 15th. — Left Fblmerston in the steamer Aijeh for Sydney. 



I have now come to the end of my diaiy, and can only trust that the long jonmey it narrates may 
result in real benefit to the Colony. It wiU, I believe, be found that an extent of country equal to about 
25 millitms of acres has been opened up for pastors! and agricultural settlement. Most of this large 
area is within the boundaries of Western Australia, and has been hitherto unknown. Bound about 
Beagle Bay (at which place the real exploration commenced), and on from thence to the Fitzroy, the 
country is well adapted for settlement, and at the &y itself a good site for a township might no doubt 
be easily found. So far as anchon^ and harbor are concerned, there is nothing left to be desired. 

The country on each side of the Fitzroy, from its mouth to latitude 17° 42', and Longitude 126°, 
running from ten to thirty miles back from the river, is well grassed and suitable for sheep, oattle, and 
horses. It is, however, very liable to Soods, the whole of these nu^nific«it plains being frequently 
under water during the rainy season, which lasts from December to March, and stock would necessarily 
require removal at that time to the higher ground some five miles back from the river's banks. 
Assuming that the entrance to the river presents no obstacles, the IHtzroy would, I believe, be found 
navigable for small steamers for at least 100 miles upwards from the sea. Between the Fitzroy and the 
coast at Secure Bay, lying at the toot of the Qreat Barrier Bange, is a stretch of country very rough and 
hilly, softening down into a leas rugged and far superior description the farther you recede from the 
range; but even this hilly rough ground is available for pasturage, the grass running right over the 
summits, aa well aa clothing the valleys. Secure Bay appears to be agood place for a settlement. There 
is a plentiful supply of fresh water from running springs, i^nd the Isnd aU around seems well adapted 
to the cultivation of tropical products. The port, to all appearance, is first-claaa, ahnoat land-locked, 
and bearing a rather strong resemblance to King George's Sound. The riae and fall of the tide is thirty 
feet. 

From the fitzroy to the boundary of the Colony, the large extent of splendidly grassed open 
country through which we passed was well watered by numerous rivers and running streams, and is 
most probably a continuation of GregraT's Denison Plains. This large area has the advantage of not 
being subject to those periodical inundations which are a serious drawback to the valley lands bordering 
most of the rivers in tropical ITorthem Australia. The natives were friendly all through our journey, 
and are, I imagine, unlikely to prove a source of any annoyance to future settlers. Many of them wear 
pearl ornaments, which leads me to infer that pearl shell banks will in all probability be found between 
Beagle and Collier Bays, and if so, the pioneer pearlers on that part of the coast will have no difficulty 
in procuring labor, the natives being there in large numbers. 

The ill-health of aeveial members of the expedition was a source of great anxiety and trouble. 
James Carey suffered from fever and ague for several months, and my brother's severe sunstroke disabled 
him for some time. The two natives, also, for the last 300 miles of our journey, were quite helpless, 
and Tommy Kerre only lived long enough to reach King George's Sound, and to be buried in his own 
country. Messrs. Hill, Campbell, Hicks, and myself enjoyed excellent heslth, only disturbed by 
occasional attacks of sore eyes. 

Before concluding, I wish to express my thanks to the members of tny patty for the support th^ 
gave me. One and all, on every occasion, often under difficulties, and during the latter portion of our 
route often while suffering severe privations, they did their brat to carry out my instructions, and to 
assist in bringing the expedition to a successful issue. 
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To others, aleo, tlianis are doe £rom m« ; to the Messra. Grant and Anderson of the DeOrey, 
and the other settlers at the North-West, who so kindl; helped me with horses, proTisions, and eqnip- 
ment ; and to Mr. Todd, of South Aostralia, for eimilar assiatance when in much need of it, as we 
neared our jonmeT'B end' 

To His EzGeUency the Goreroor, Sir Harry St. George Ord, under whose Administration 
this expedition was carried oat, I owe a debt of gratitnde, as also to the Honorable the Colonial 
Secretary, for the kindly interest which he evinced. And, finally, to my own Chief, the Honorable 
Malcolm Fisaer, Sorr^or Qeoeral, I tender my thanks, for the €aiergetic part which he took in promoting 
the enterprise, and for his influential advocate in the Legislatire Council, by means of which I was 
enabled to undertake a work which I trust nu^ not prove wholly without influence on the future 
prosperity of Western Australia. 

AT,EX, FOEEEST, 

Commander North-West Expedition. 



GEOLOGICAL REPORT 

BT 

MR. FENTON W. HILL. 



No. 1.— FROM DeGBET EIVEE TO BEAGLE BAT. 
Sib, BeB«le Bay, 19th April, 1879. 

In making my first report on the geolt^oal character of the country travelled over, I regret to 
state that it will contain little of interest in that respect, as you are aware. 

Since leaving the DeOrey, on Febmaiy 25th, our course has been through good grassy countiy, 
more suitable to pastoral pursuits, in every respect, than the miner, the soil being of a sandy loamy 
nature, in many places containing sea shells, showing that at scone period, not very remote, it was subject 
to submersion by the sea. In latitude 20°12' there are a few low ironstone hillocks, which continue for a 
short distance, more or less, till between latitudes 20° 1' and 19° 58', where an outcrop of limestone ridge 
oconrs, containing fossil shell, and extending to the coast, which may at some future date prore of a 
commercial value. The oonntry then opens out into plains covered with good gross and herb, and th^ 
belts of timber till latitude 19° 42' to 19° 10', when limestone again appears, and in places has a very 
hollow sound, leading to the supposition that it is subterraneous, and in places the water disappears 
through round holes broken through the upper cmstation of limestone. Nothing of note occurred till 
Camp marked ,^ where a ridge of ironstone crops up, and where a pile of stones was erected. Grassy 
country continued from here to Camp (not marked, no trees available) «, where from here to Camp £ 
large washaway occnrs along the coast, with red and white laminated sandstone, form the coast line, with 
here and there out-crops of ironstone j and the country back inland, inchiding Church ajid Barm hills, con* 
siste pnndpally of 'ironstone formation with deep gorges (this is in the Roebuck Bay coontiy). From this 
to Camp n is of small moment, being principally boggy swampy plains, with good grass and few palm trees. 
Here and there at tiiis place a wdl defined creek existe, with aurrounding high broken rocky ranges of a 
very brittle flint stone character; at Camp latitude 17° 22* 80* a good ruining stream existing, with con- 
glomerate slate and ironstone, shelvey banks ; and from there to Beagle Bay is of a grassy character. 
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Although th« diatanoo travelled shows not the slightest indication of being of a gold-bearing chamcter 
or likely to be prodactive of any other minerals, I trust that the conntiy we have yet to travel will prove 
of more interest and importance with respect of minerals. 

I have, Ac., 

FENTOlf W. TTTT,T. , 

Mining and Geological Snrv^or. 
To A. Forreet, Esq., Leader North-West Expedition. 



No. Z.—FEOM BEAaiiE BAT TO KATHEEINE STATION. 
Sib, — I have the honor to snbmit the following report on the geological character .of the 
conntry traversed by the S.W. Exploring Expedition. Starting from Be^le Bay on the 22nd April, 
1879, and proceeding towards the Fitzroy, the formation is recent and tertiary, consisting chiefly of 
allavial and estuajy deposits of day, loam, gravel, and mad, with slight ondulations. Camp F 63, 
lAtitode 16° £6' 40", near the coast, consists of sand patches with rii^^ of tertiary formation, and 
recently formed flats covered with mangrove busb. Thence S J!., over ondnlating conntry with numerous 
salt marshes, bounded by sandstone and metamorpliic sandstone ridges, extending to Camp F 69, 
lAtitnde 17° 31' 40". Beyond is an open plsin of alluvial and estuary deposits, dotted 
bere and there with isolated hills of metamorphic sandstone, and reaching to Gamp F 70, I^titade 17" 
S5' 40", dtoated on the bank of a fine stream called the Fiaser Biver. From this river to Gamp 
F 71, undulating sand and ironstone countiy ^«nds. Thence open plains of alluvial and estuary 
deposits of clay (which are subject to inundation) stretched to the Fitzroy river. Camp F 73, 
Latitude 17° 41' 50*. Like formation continues North-west (down stream) a distance of six miles, also 
op stream Sonth-east, to Camp F 74, latitude 17° 52' 6". ' From tliis Camp to Camp F 76, latitude 17° 
68' 16", hills of sandstone formation, capped with ironstone, appear, continuing to the river's bank, which 
showed limestone and sandstone grit, conglomerate, on both sides. On the North side very bold ranges 
of sandstone and ironstone extend, apparently, for a long distance in a Sonth-eastorly directioa, and at 
the Western extren^ty of this range there is a prominent peak, which has been named Momit 
Anderson. From Camp F 75, Latitude 17° 58' 16", to Camp F 82, which is utuated on the 
bank of the river opposite a small mount, the formation consists of sandstone ridges, with good 
open weU-watered plains. The monnt was distant aboat three miles, and its formation was of close 
grained hard sandstone, the country between it and the river consisting of laminated sandstone con- 
glomerate, gmdnally rising backwards from the river. On one side of the mount a cave exists, and in 
this I found green stone, with traces of copper. 

Proceeding np the river we travelled over sandstone ridgel, with good grassy, open, and well- 
watered plains, to Cajup F 84, the banks of the river being steep and well timbered, and 
composed of loamy sand. Leaving the river here, and steering South, I found the oonntTy 
— which is flat and consists chiefly of alluvial and estuaiy deposits — to be very boggy, for a 
distance of eight miles, where we camped, near a large swamp, which appeared to be the head of a 
creek, and not far from some small round sandstone and trap hills. Gamp F 86, Latitude 18° 31'. F^m 
thence we passed over undnlating country, changing from sandstone to sandstone and ironstone con- 
glomerate, and trap rock. Arriving at the foot of large ranges, which have been named the St. Oeoi^ 
Bangee, and their highest peak, Mount Tuckfield, I found them to consist chiefly of laminated sandstone 
with ironstone. Proceeding thence for a distance of fourteen miles to Gamp F 87, Latitude 18° 32' 38*, 
we croraed many creeks all of the same character. Turning afterwards North-east, for 13 miles, we 
passed over undnlating countiy, composed chiefly of alluvial and estuaiy deposits on the flats, with 
sand ridges alternating, to Gamp F 89, on the margin of a lu^ge swamp, with no sign 
of stone of any kind. From this Camp, North-easterly, is flat country, till approaching Camp 
F 91, Latitude 16° 16' 40", when the formation changes, and a few rises are met with, of trap and sand- 
stone formation. One of these bills was named Mount Campbell, and upon it a pile of stones was erected. 
From this hill, looking Northward, a very hu^ range was visible, and the course of tlie Fitzro^ Biver 
could be traced for a considerable distance. The conntry between Mount Campbell and the river consists 
of open plains of sandstone gravel, with sedimentaiy deposits. The stone found upon the river 
banks is chiefly conglomerate and breccia, quartz, schist, jasper, gneiss, and granite. Following the 
river, till we came to where it branches, vra crossed at the junction close to Camp F 98. Here the 
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tnain stream enters the sandfltoiie nmgeB, its banks, risiii^ ftbrnptly from the water's edge, being perpeii> 
dicnlar, and of considerable height. The sandstone was laminated ; I could not detect an; traces of 
aariferous formation, either quartz or alluTial, although I was convinced that quartz did exist and not 
&r from the river. This sandstone was tsi; compact in the grain, and the cleavage short but clean. 

Leaving Camp F 98, we followed the smaller bianch over similar conntry for a short distance. 
Working in afterwards round the ranges and again reaching the main stream, following it up for a 
distance of five miles, the formation changes to granite, with numerous quartz reefs of large size. On 
inspection I found them to exist in lai^ blows of clear milky quartz embedded in the granite, and very 
hungry in appearance, without any sign of either sandstone or slate back or casings : nor could any 
traces of mica or metals of any kind be found. The reefo are laminated, the lamina being from about 
one foot to 18 inches, giving the ontcrops the appearance of a rabble wall. The strike varies from 20 
d^rees to 25 degrees West <tf North, with a light dip South, and varies from four feet to twelve feet in 
thicknees. Crossing the Fitzroy, and steering in a N. Westerly direction towards the coast, numerous 
streams were crossed running towards the South-east, cutting their way through ranges of 
ra^ed granite into open valleys, bounded by sandstone and metamorphio sandstone ridges, and 
through deep ravines in a very broken country, formed of trap granite and schistose rocks, with 
occasional ranges of sandstone conglomerate, till we reached Camp F lOS, latitude 17° 12' 62", on 
the bank of a lai^ creek. Opposite to this Camp a well defined qnartz reef exists, with slate casing, 
situated on the top of a hill about 600 feet above the sea. The stone is in character similar to that 
on the Fitzroy. To the East of our course is the great dividing range, sonie 2,000 feet high, composed 
of bold horizontally bedded sandstone upon a granite base, deep ravines being cut through the sand- 
stone to the bed rock. So traces of auriferous drift could be found in any of the waahaways. We 
continued our course over very ragged country, formed of trap, granite, schistose rocks, and sandstone 
conglomerate, extending Eastward. ITear the sea are large tracte of estuary deposits and alluvial flats, 
fringed, except where the shore is bold, by mangroves. From this place the Stephen Banges were visible, 
and it is much to be regretted that we were prevented from reaching than, as, from the geological 
character of the surrounding country — ^whicb was of the azoic rocks indicative of metalliferous mineral 
country, — I am of opinion that auriferous deposits would have been found in that direction. From 
Camp F 119, we commenced our retnra to the Fitzroy, travelling over like formation to that on 
our outward track, till nearing the river, and about twenty miles West of our previous course, we 
found considerable quantities of ironstone formation, also traces of copper. In some of the creeks also 
there ore outcrops of clay slat« and schistose rocks, Crossii^; the Fitzroy at Camp F 135, on July 
11, we steered S.S.E., over country with laminated sandstone formation. From thence to Camp 
F 162, on the boundary of the Colony, we passed through ranges of n^ged granite into open valleys 
and plains, bounded by sandstone and metamorphic sandstone ridges; through deep ravines also, 
in a very broken country, formed of trap, granite, and schistose rocks, with occasiDnat ranges of sand- 
stone conglomerate. From thence ta Z>ep6t Camp, F 197, the country became more flat and consisted of 
undulating rises with sandstone outcrops. Small nJund hUls of trap and schistose formation are numerous, 
also decomposed quartzite rocks. From Depdt Camp, F 19?, to the telegraph line the formation is 
alluvial, composed of hard clay, and gravel sand, and pebbles, but quite waterless. 

In submitting my report of the geological features of the country traversed over by the X.W.E. 
party, no one can regret more than myself my inability to announce the discovery of any large tracts of 
auriferous lands. I feel convinced, 'however, that auriferous areas do exist in the Western Australian 
territory ; and that such will be found, socmer or later^ towards the head of the Fitzroy, as setUranent 
advances, is, in my opinion, beyond a doubt. Valuable gold veins sometimes exist in granite, gneiss, and 
syenite ; but these types do not so often form the enclosing rock as the metamorphosed shales and slates. 
It is amongst these, however, that the quartz reefs are most numerous, and they appear to have been 
invaded by eraptive masses, are broken up and raised on edge, and have assumed a crystalline texture. 
There is good reason to hope that both gold and other minerals, such as tin and copper, exist. From the 
ranges which stopped our further progress towards the Qlenelg the formation of the country had all the 
appearance of being auriferous. 

I am, &c., 

Fentoit W. Hill, 
Alex. Forrest, Esq., F.B.O.S., Mining and I^ad Surveyot. 

Leader N.W. Exploring Expedition. 
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